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Tuesday, 13th May 2025

Dear Mr Birkinshaw,

EREWASH CORE STRATEGY REVIEW AMENDMENT
Additional housing allocations in the Borough’s Green Belt - Sandiacre
I am writing to notify you of Sandiacre Parish Council’s strong objections to the unpopular proposal by EBC to allocate a 4.8h site for housing 180 new homes on green belt land accessed via Larch Drive, Sandiacre.
1. Sandiacre Neighbourhood Plan (SNP) 
Over the past 3 years, Sandiacre Parish Council has worked alongside a national Town Planning Consultant to produce a Neighbourhood Plan for the parish that identifies potential future housing sites. This Plan was passed by Referendum in April 2025 and was subsequently adopted by EBC.
Unfortunately, EBC do not appear to have taken the findings of the SNP into account when making their decision to identify new sites for housing in Sandiacre.
Extracts taken from the SNP: 

A number of Borough wide documents that support the Core Strategy and the Core Strategy Review have been used to support the preparation of the SNP.

The Neighbourhood Plan will have significant weight in the determination of planning applications. 
The SNP will be used by: 
a) Developers when preparing planning applications for submission to EBC 
b) EBC in assessing and determining planning applications 
c) Inspectors in determining appeals
The Sandiacre Neighbourhood Plan (SNP) is a document produced in accordance with the Localism Act 2011. 
Once it has been ‘made’ by Erewash Borough Council it will form part of the Development Plan for Erewash, which also includes the adopted Core Strategy

Community Objective 3: To protect and improve the parks and other green spaces that are highly valued assets for local people. 
SNP: Neighbourhood Plan Policies: 8 Sustainable Development

40 i - ‘protect the Green Belt’

The SNP identified a brown field site behind the Mark Street industrial area for 130 potential new homes, should businesses relocate to the new Stanton Site Development in the future.

OBJECTION

The Sandiacre Neighbourhood Plan appears to have been overlooked by EBC Planning Authority when undertaking the requirement to meet increased Government housing targets.
2. Sandiacre Neighbourhood Plan (SNP) – Future Housing Developments 

 

Following widespread public consultation with residents and businesses, the SNP reflects local people’s hopes and aspirations for their community for the next 15 years, including the establishment of new housing, its design and density.
 

The proposal by EBC Planning Authority for 180 dwellings to be sited on green belt land, rather than brownfield sites, would represent a significant increase in density and oppose polices recently agreed by the community and Sandiacre Parish Councillors. 
The character and amenity of the local green open space would be adversely affected by the introduction of new development and expand the urban conurbation with loss to biodiversity, wildlife and the natural environment. 
This would appear to contradict the aims and objectives of the SNP to make the parish more attractive as a place to live and work and protect existing open spaces and countryside for recreational use and wildlife. 

3. Impact on Wildlife and the Environment

EBC stresses the importance of supporting and developing biodiversity and rewilding policies to create better communities, yet this proposal for more housing in a rural area seems at odds with the environmental policy, thereby reducing green belt land and decreasing wildlife that is protected within this natural environment. 
OBJECTION

Sandiacre Parish Council wishes to object on the grounds of the proposal diminishing local green open spaces that benefits local wildlife and remains accessible for the enjoyment of local people and children to visit and enjoy through recreational use.

4. Impact on community & Well-being
Sandiacre Parish Council is aware of the benefits brought about by providing access to the surrounding countryside and wishes to safeguard this for the future.
There are numerous health benefits, including improved mental and physical health, enhanced social interaction and seeing a reduction in stress by being in an open green environment. 
Open Spaces also contribute to a healthier environment by improving air quality and reducing pollution from vehicle use.
Sandiacre already experiences significant traffic congestion in the centre of the village from an increasing build-up of HGV vehicles accessing the M1 and A52, especially with the development of the new Stanton Site.

Sandiacre Parish Council has called for the introduction of a new M1 J25a on many occasions over the years to alleviate traffic travelling through the village centre and reduce congestion, but this has been disregarded. New housing will increase vehicle movement, not reduce it.

The surrounding green open space is considered to be a valuable and greatly appreciated asset that creates a positive impact on the community.  

OBJECTION

Sandiacre Parish Council wishes to object on the grounds that the proposal will not support recreational use and the well-being of local people and will have an adverse impact on the character of the area and nearby Stoney Cloud Local Nature Reserve
5. Site Access / Construction
The Parish Council is familiar with difficulties already experienced by home owners around the existing estate caused by vehicles parking on either side of smaller roads and on verges, which is especially difficult for busses and larger vehicles to navigate.  
It is expected the proposed development will also increase the number of vehicles using these smaller side roads, which creates potential dangers to road users and pedestrians, especially the elderly and young children.

With the introduction of 180 homes, there will be a significant increase in construction traffic required for the new site causing noise and disturbance to nearby residents.

6. Amenities & School places

Consideration has been given to an increased need for more school places in nearby schools once development has been completed. Local schools may not have capacity to take more children, leaving families to apply elsewhere and potentially out of area to secure their child’s place.
Local GP surgeries will also be required to increase their capacity for new patients, or families will have to look elsewhere for provision, having a detrimental impact on the lives of the elderly and young families.

Conclusion

Sandiacre Parish Council sees no benefit or advantage to a housing development site being built on greenbelt land and when other brownfield sites could be identified.
Following widespread consultation with residents in one of the largest parishes in Erewash, it is considered the proposal goes against the local decision making process and significantly, the policies and aims of the newly created Sandiacre Neighbourhood Plan.
Yours sincerely,
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