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NATI ONAL MONUMENT NO: 29978

NATI ONAL GRI D REFERENCE( S): SK43883849

DESCRI PTI ON OF THE MONUMENT

The nmonunent includes the rock cut and buried remains of a hernitage which is
situated approxi mately 250m south east of Dale Abbey on the south side of Sow
Br ook.

The hermitage was first nentioned in the 12th century. It is believed that it
was created by a baker from Derby who had a vision which told himto go and
live in Depedale (the old nane for Dale village). Wen he arrived he found the
pl ace was a narsh, "“exceedingly dreadful and far distant fromevery habitation
of man'. He carved a small dwelling and altar fromthe rock, and lived there
by day and ni ght, he served God in hunger and thirst and cold and nakedness'.
On seeing the poverty of the hermt, Ralph Fitz Geremund, a local dignitary at
the tine, gave himhis mll and tithe at Borrowash. The hermt |ater noved to
a cottage and oratory which he built to the west of the hermtage.

The nmonument survives as a rock cut cave which has internal measurenments of
approxi nately 6meast to west and 2. 75mnorth to south. On the eastern wal
inside the cave is a carved cross. On the north face are two doorways with
rough ogee arches, and two wi ndows, one of which has been partly bl ocked. Al
are carved through the | ocal bedrock. Above the doors and w ndows on the
external face are the remains of at |east four joist holes and creasing, which
suggest that there was a building attached to the rock shelter on the northern
side. Further remains of this structure are believed to survive beneath the
ground surface on the northern side outside the cave.
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Foll owi ng St Augustine's re-establishnment of Christianity in AD 597,
nonasticismforned an inportant facet of both religious and secul ar nedieval
life in the British Isles. Al though npst nonasticismcentred on conmunities,
sonme men and wonen chose to live solitary lives of contenplation and
sinmplified religious observance, akin to those of the Christian fathers and
early British saints. They lived in what we now refer to as hernitages,
occupyi ng secluded sites such as isolated islands and caves in river banks,
mar shy areas or forests. The hermits lived off alns or under the patronage of
the nobility who established hernmits to pray for the souls and well -being of
their famlies. Herm tages were generally sinple, conprising a dwelling area,
an oratory or roomset aside for private prayer, and perhaps a snall chapel
Hermitages fell out of favour with the general dissolution of religious
establishnents in the mddle of the 16th century. Around 500 hernitages are
known from docunents but the | ocations of very few have been identified and
this is therefore a rare monunent type. All exanples which exhibit surviving
archaeol ogi cal remains are worthy of protection

The rock cut and buried remai ns of Dal e Abbey hernitage, 170m south east of
Al Saints Church, provide a rare and well preserved exanple of this type of
nonunent. The docunmented history of the site and its relationship to Dale
Abbey conbine with the rock cut and buried remains to provide a detail ed

pi cture of the religious |andscape around Dale village. Taken as a whole, the
site will contribute to our know edge and understandi ng of nonastici sm during
t he medi eval peri od.

VAP EXTRACT

The site of the nmonument is shown on the attached map extract. It includes a
1 netre boundary around the archaeol ogi cal features, considered to be
essential for the monunent's support and preservation

SCHEDULI NG HI STORY

Monurent included in the Schedule on 12th April 1972 as:
COUNTY/ NUMBER: Der byshire 40
NAME: The Hernitage, Dal e Abbey

The reference of this nmonunent is now
NATI ONAL MONUVENT NUMBER: 29978
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Hermitage 170m south east of All Saints Church

SCHEDULI NG AFFI RVMED ON 5t h January 2001
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