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Wasps belong to the Hymenoptera
(membrane winged) order of insects.

They are social insects with a highly
evolved caste system in which workers
(sterile females) build the nests, raise
young and forage for food under the
direction of the queen.

The common wasp (Vespula vulgaris)
is mostly beneficial, destroying many
insect pests to feed the
growth of the nest.
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Life Cycle
The queen leaves her hibernation site in the spring and
seeks a suitable site to build her nest.

She constructs a golf ball size nest from wood pulp and
lays a small number of eggs which she tends.

She subsequently feeds and tends the larvae.

When fully grown, the larvae pupate and sterile female
workers emerge.

They then take over the task of enlarging the nest and
forage for food, leaving the queen to produce more
eggs.

Wasps nests may be found in almost any location
(including underground) but roof spaces, wall cavities
and air vents are quite common.

Towards the end of summer, fertile males and young
queens emerge from the nest to mate.

The fertilised queens then seek a suitable site for winter
hibernation.

The remaining males and worker wasps forage for
sugary foods, including fruit, and it is during this period
that they become a nuisance.

As the weather becomes colder the nest dies out and it
is not re-used the following year.

Significance and Control

Nests situated away from occupied areas should not
normally require any treatment.

For insects entering houses, a suitably flying insect
spray with good ‘knockdown’ should be used.

Nests can be treated with insecticidal powders and
sprays.

Great care must be exercised if attempting this, as the
wasps will protect the nest.

The best time to treat a nest is at dusk when the wasps
are less active.

Alternatively you could ask a professional pest control
company.

Details of such firms may be found in telephone
directories and similar publications.


