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A private sewer is a sewer that has not been adopted by a sewerage undertaker, and therefore it is the responsibility
of the persons who use the sewer to clear blockages or repair damage.

*  The fact that a sewer is located under a public road does NOT necessarily mean that it is a public sewer.
*  Some public sewers can be found within the grounds (curtillage) of a private dwelling.
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Your household drain may flow straight into a public sewer (diagram 1). If a blockage occurs anywhere in this private
drain, you have sole responsibility for cleaning any blockages or carrying out any repairs. Most properties have some
length of private drain.

Drains from two properties may join together and form a private sewer, and then run some distance before
connecting with the public sewer (diagram 2). If a blockage or defect occurs at point X in the private sewer system
(diagram 2), the owners of the two properties would be responsible for rectifying the problem.

* Note that the boundary of the property does not indicate the end of your responsibility.

Diagram 3 below shows how all the drains from a block of houses link up before running into a public sewer. In some
cases, the drains from an entire estate may join a private sewer system before linking up with the public system, and
this could be some considerable distance.

Present legislation dictates that the owners or occupiers of premises above the point of the blockage or defect (i.e.
whichever properties effluent flows through that point) are responsible. Therefore a blockage at point Y would only
involve properties 4, 5 and 6. A blockage at point Z would involve all 6 properties.
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