
Description

The Psocid or Booklouse is a soft
bodied insect between 1 and 1½
mm in length and yellowish/grey
in colour.

Although they resemble lice they
are not related to true or
parasitic lice.
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Contact Details:
Paul Smith

Environmental Protection and
Housing Renewal Team Leader
Website: www.erewash.gov.uk

Phone: 0115 931 6010



What do they feed on?

Are Psocids harmful?

There are many different species of
Psocids but only four are commonly
encountered indoors. They are often
found in new or recently altered houses,
feeding on the fungi which grow on the
surface of new plaster.

They may also be found in shops and
larders in packets of foodstuffs where they
breed in large numbers.

They feed on moulds and mildews scarcely
visible to the human eye which grow on
wallpaper, book bindings, leather
upholstery and various foodstuffs. The
growth of these fungi/mildews would
normally require quite high moisture levels.

Treatment

Distribution

There are no human health effects but
most people would find infested foodstuffs
unpalatable.

The use of insecticides is not particularly
effective. The simplest method is to
dispose of all infested foodstuffs and then
to reduce the humidity in the food store,
either by remedying defects, by providing
additional ventilation or by increasing the
level of heating.


