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	PUBLIC QUESTIONS

	AREA FORUM – EREWASH BOROUGH COUNCIL – ILKESTON COMMUNITY FORUM 

DATE – 21 JANUARY 2010


	

	QUESTIONS OUTSTANDING FROM PREVIOUS MEETING


	ANSWER

	Can we have a progress report on the Railway Station for Ilkeston?
	It was pointed out that the rail companies have an input because, in the past when they have been approached, they have said that even if we built a station in Ilkeston they may not stop trains there.  Further studies will now be carried out.

	CITIZENS’ SURGERIES question
A609 DERBY ROAD, ILKESTON: SPEEDING CONCERNS

A local resident raised concerns over problems experienced with speeding in the vicinity of Straw’s Bridge through to the traffic signals at White Lion Square roundabout.

It was stated that the problem was mainly associated with motorcycles during evening hours travelling well in excess of the speed limit – up to 100mph on one occasion.  Reference was also made to a fatal and serious accident that had occurred in recent months.

Are there any speed reduction measures that DCC can introduce?


	The DCC Liaison Officer advised that this matter had been raised last year.  The response, following enquiries, was that this stretch has a relatively good speed-related accident history and, as such, traffic calming or any other form of speed-reduction measures could not be justified.  It was very much doubted that the situation will have changed.  A speed survey conducted in 2008 revealed average mean speeds of 39mph.

Funding is being sought (from 2010/11 funding) to introduce a pedestrian refuge in the centre carriageway (near junction with Kniveton Park) which will half crossing distance for pedestrians and hopefully reduce speeds at this location (due to the narrowing of the carriageway).

Unfortunately, there will always be individuals willing to drive at totally inappropriate speeds.  The Liaison Officer stated that he believed the Police were trying to establish a ‘SpeedWatch’ campaign on this road and advised the resident to report his concerns – including dates/times of incidents – to the Police representatives at the Forum.



	Bath Street, Ilkeston: enforcement of access only restriction

A reference was made to the inability of Community Enforcement Officers (CEO’s) to enforce this restriction due to ambiguities in the Traffic Regulations Order. It was alleged that Police Officers had to withdraw notices issued in March/April, as a result, and were not able to enforce the restriction at present.
	The DCC Liaison Officer advised that he had discussed this matter with Pete Leigh (Area Traffic & Safety Manager) earlier in the year following a previous enquiry.  Mr Leigh had compiled an amended draft order, to resolve the discrepancy, which had been submitted to DCC Legal Services for approval (although some delays were being experienced).

An update on the situation will be sought.

A final draft is now being processed and the amended Order should be in place before too much longer.

	Chalons Way, Ilkeston: Request for central barriers

A request was made for central barriers to be installed on Chalons Way due to allegations that drivers were crossing over the central reservation and creating an accident liability,
	DCC Traffic & Safety are to carry out a study into this matter to ascertain the extent of the problem, collision history etc., and will consult with designers on what measures would be effective (should they be required).



	Parking problems on Market Street

1 - No parking permitted on Market Street after years of being able to park, (allowed by Police who ran it previously).  We had no formal notice of No Parking for residents when a new company took over.  We all want parking permits but we are being continually put off. 
2 - Market Street is one of the only town centre streets without permit parking.  Now 1 hour limits are in force after 40 years of no problems for residents and residents were given parking tickets without any prior notice.  Some of us are now parking in the Larklands area with no options.

3 - We need Permit Parking in our road.  I have sent 2 letters to Derbyshire County Council and they said they are going to look into it next year, butwhen I park my car I get a fine.

4 - 'One hour - no return within one hour - Mon -Sat 8am to 6pm' - this applies to residents.  Repeated parking infringement tickets since civil enforcement company.  Could we be considered for residents permit parking scheme?  Most other streets near town centre have this.

5 - As a resident of Market Street who owns a car I have been informed by County Hall that no permits for residents are available.  As civil parking enforcers now patrol regularly could residents of Market Street either be issued with parking permit or allowed to park on the street without worry of parking fined?


	Both the EBC Neighbourhood Warden and DCC Liaison Officer advised that the Community Enforcement Officer’s (CEO’s) were not allowed to use discretion and had to enforce all parking restrictions where a contravention was observed.

The DCC Liaison Officer advised that a countywide parking review was due to take place, which would include Market Street.  Any proposed changes would be formally advertised and residents would have opportunity to submit their comments.  Due to limited resources, it will be some time before the review has been completed.  Additionally, the process of removing/introducing a TRO is a lengthy procedure which will take a number of months to complete.

Residents continue to be dissatisfied with the situation and would like to know a date for when the restrictions here will be reviewed and/or whether the restrictions here could be removed (and a residents parking scheme introduced) as a matter of urgency.

The DCC Traffic & Safety section is shortly due to be supplied with some additional resources which will assist towards the commencement of the countywide parking review.  The Traffic & Safety Manager is hopeful that the parking review will take place in the next 6-8 months.  In the south of the county, the towns of Long Eaton & Ilkeston (inc Market Street) will be the first to be considered (response provided 3/11/09).

	Burr Lane/East Street, Ilkeston: Access to Baltex Factory

Complaints were received in regard to HGV’s entering the top of Burr Lane with the intention of entering the Baltex (W. Ball & Son) premises.  Due to the hidden entrance, delivery lorries often miss it, continue past the Albion Centre and get stuck at the entrance to East Street.  The lorries have no turning space – due to the road narrowing caused by parked vehicles on both sides – and has to reverse back up Burr Lane, causing congestion problems.

A resident advised the meeting that DCC had previously stated that any signage for the factory would have to be situated on private land.  Could DCC please re-assess and consider introducing some signage on the highway to prevent this situation from happening?
	DCC would be happy to look into the possibility of erecting a sign on the highway that will alert HGV drivers to the presence of the factory entrance.

Any signage would need to be funded by the owners of the factory and, as such, they would need to approach DCC with a request (if they perceive this matter to be a problem and are willing to fund a sign).



	Questions Received Prior to the 21.01.10

	Answer

	1. Why is the pavilion at Rutland Sports Park always left open after a football match?  Whose responsibility is this to ensure this is locked?
	The responsibility for the locking of the Pavilion is that of Culture & Leisure Staff based at Rutland Sports Park. 

 
The Pavilion is not routinely left open after a football matches however there has been an occasion recently where this did occur and this was due to a break down in communication between staff at Rutland Sports Park. 



	2. Cotmanhay - Police Staffing Levels and Crime - Could Inspector Darren Roberts explain why our local Safer Neighbourhood Team suffers low staff resources as a result of not covering long term absent staff?  And could we see another PCSO join the excellent team of Chris and Julie. 
Several other residents also have asked for more PCSOs to be on the Cotmanhay/Shipley View Beat, originally we had 3 which have now been reduced to 1.  This lack of presence is reflected in the monthly crime stats which to date seem to be rising compared to last year. – this is in no way a criticism of Chris and Julie who everyone agreed are fantastic.


	At present I have 1 Sergeant, 5 Police Constables (Pc) and 7 Police Community Support Officers (Pcso’s) on my Safer Neighbourhood Teams (SNT), I am awaiting a replacement for one that resigned to make the staffing level up to the allocated 8 Pcso’s
The Safer Neighbourhood Team for Cotmanhay is staffed by Pc Chris Buckland and Pcso’s Julie Allen and Rob Webb. Only one other SNT area within the Ilkeston section at present has this luxury of 1 Pc and 2 Pcso’s - (Larklands). The others have 1 Pc and 1 Pcso.  I am however looking to address this and in January Derbyshire Police start training a new Pcso that will be coming to Ilkeston section. I will be deploying him to Kirk Hallam to make another SNT unit of 1 Pc and 2 Pcso’s.
Pcso Rob Webb has been off sick for some period but I am now happy to report that he is back at work and back on the beat.  Whilst he was off sick I applied to my Divisional Commander after raising your concerns and he funded some additional hours for Pcso Julie Allen to work so that she was on duty additional days whilst Rob was off sick.  When a Pcso is off sick I cannot simply move another Pcso in and take over that ill individual’s job. I would quite rightly be criticised by the residents of the area I took the Community Support officer from for doing this. 

The query the Cotmanhay Neighbourhood Manager about the Neighbourhood association paying for two Pcso’s has been clarified by my finance section.  The neighbourhood association has never paid for two Pcso’s for a year.  From October 2006 to March 2007 the association funded £25,000 to pay for 2 Pcso’s. Effectively this is one Pcso for a year or in this case 2 Pcso’s for the 6 months. I am showing a reduction on all recorded area’s of crime across the board for Ilkeston Section this year to date.

From April 2007 - March 2008 - Cotmanhay association again paid £25k to fund 2 Pcso for a year, thus effectively paying for one Pcso for a year with Derbyshire Police providing one PCSO free of charge.

April 2008 - October 2008 - Force funds 2 Pcso’s for 6 months. Again 1 Pcso for the year, although Cotmanhay has two attached to the area.

We now have no funding from any Cotmanhay association / council for the cost of additional Pcso’s for the Cotmanhay area and have not had any since October 2008.

What we do have is the Neighbourhood Warden “Andrew Savage” who works as part of the SNT for the area. We also have great ties with Mandy Seaton who work for 3 Valleys housing again this is a valuable resource and she assist and works with us greatly.

I am confused as to the comment about rising crime figures as to date (Sunday 17th January) Ilkeston is showing a reduction in overall crime on last year of 9.1%.

In none statistical language this means last year to date we had 3446 crimes reported this year 3134 crime reported so a reduction of 312 crimes.

I am very pleased to report that due to all the hard work by the officers at Ilkeston it is now the top performing section for the three areas (Amber Valley, Long Eaton and Ilkeston) within “A” Division.

.

	3. Could Derbyshire Youth Service explain why we are poorly resourced with youth workers, and what YOF money is being spent or applied for activities in Cotmanhay?
	District Youth Manager - Erewash responded: Erewash has 5 full time district youth workers and approx 20 part time youth workers who work varying number of hours. The full time worker for the Cotmanhay is off work on long term sick and we currently have no anticipated return to work date. We have another full time worker off on sick, and this had has quite an impact on the whole team as we have been working at with 40% less capacity than usual.
In order to ensure work in Cotmanhay continues to develop in the full time workers absence we have secured additional funding via the Young People’s Service Manager for an 18 hour Youth Work Development post, which we are currently recruiting to. We have also had part time vacancies in the Cotmanhay area which have now been filled and we are awaiting CRB clearances for both posts. It is anticipated that the new youth work team will start to develop new youth work provision in the Cotmanhay area in early 2010. 

Derbyshire Youth Service is working alongside several agencies in Cotmanhay to ensure that there is a broad coverage of activities for young people in Cotmanhay. We, alongside EBC, Sporting Futures and Groundwork (and others), are working alongside Cotmanhay Neighbourhood Management Group to deliver a broad programme of activities for young people as we 
ouncilor that activities for young people is a broad agenda and one which need a multi-agency response. 

Youth Opportunities / Youth Capital funding is being applied for throughout Erewash. It is young people led funding that is applied for by groups of young people in different settings. Despite wide-spread promotion with different agencies applications specifically from the Cotmanhay area have been limited. This may be due to lots of other funding streams available in Cotmanhay, including money via the Cotmanhay Neighbourhood Management Team.
Applications are assessed by Erewash Youth Forum, who consider each application on merit and do bear in mind which super output area applications are from, as well as whether the funding is addressing the key issues identified as a priority.
CAYA District Manager 11-19 further response: YOF bids: it is open to any group of young people to apply for YOF funding and bids from Cotmanhay would be considered as a priority due to the area’s deprivation status. These should be forwarded to John Rogers. Youth officer at Matlock who will ensure they are considered by the Erewash Youth Forum
As Chair of the Erewash Positive Activities Group I also intend to table input into Cotmanhay as an item for consideration by partners early in the New Year.


	4. Grants for Community Forums - Community forums in other Boroughs and Cities have a small yearly grant (usually between £2000 to £5000 per ward, per year) attached to them so that the residents and Councilors can together address some smaller local issues themselves. A clear bidding process would need to be developed with a funding criteria and monitoring requirements would need to be drawn up, and the funds managed by the consultation Officer. Would the 4 Erewash forums be able to have this kind of funding allocated to them?
	Members of the Executive referred the grants review to scrutiny. It will be considered by the Overview & Scrutiny Board first at their meeting on 24th February 2010. The board will then determine which scrutiny meeting it will go to.  
As part of this review we will be looking at the potential to "grant fund" community forums.  However, any such allocation would need to be considered as part of the Council's budgeting processes. The budget negotiations for this year i.e. April 2010 - March 2011 have already been completed so any change is unlikely to happen before March 2011.
Further update will be made available to the forum once available

	5. There is ongoing drug use near Nelson St, Ash St, Duke St and the telephone box at the bottom of Duke St is also being used to sell drugs.  This has been an on going issue and it does not seem that anything is being done. We would like confirmation that you are doing something about this and that we will be resolved 100% in the near future.
	I have raised the above with the Snt Sergeant (Doug Neely) and Team (Constable Chris Buckland, Pcso’s Julie Allen and Rob Webb) for Cotmanhay.

This has not been raised as a problem at any panel meeting according to either Doug or Chris.  Despite this we are all aware that drug taking & supplying is a problem for every town within England & Wales let alone Derbyshire & Ilkeston. 

We have run “Operation Potassium” at Ilkeston and have utilized a specialist group of officers to investigate the supply of drugs within the Ilkeston area.  This has resulted in convictions for the main players as well as small time dealers and users being taken out at local level.

I have set up a small unit of pro-active officers at Ilkeston (CAST) who are as a part of their day to day jobs targeting known drugs users and dealers within the community to make life difficult for them.  In addition to this I am happy to report that only 5 days ago a man was arrested when in possession of 30 wraps of heroin. He will be charged with this offence.

Last week alone the Cast team and Reactive officers have searched 8 people these people have been found in possession of various drugs, these have all been dealt with. The offences have been in various locations about the Ilkeston area.

Whenever we get evidence come in about drug misuse we investigate this and try to substantiate the allegation. If we have enough evidence then warrants will be applied for at Magistrates court and we will then visit the named premises and carry out a thorough search.  In 2009 we had 63 warrants sworn out at Ilkeston Section, 20 before I took over the section on 1st June and 43 since I took over. Out of the 63 warrants -   15 proved negative, 8 were not executed for other reasons.  I had 40 positive warrants for the area. 

Having spoken with Chris Buckland, the location of Duke and Nelson Street are linked by a path called the "Linear Walk". This has traditionally been a place where users score or pick up. I can only imagine because it is a secluded area away from a main road. Many different runners will have used this area over the years. Recently one was arrested as part of an operation by the Divisional Proactive team, which indicates that we are making progress and trying to combat this problem in that area.

Pc Buckland also does patrol this when possible on foot and bike (also in plain clothes)

Pc Buckland is aware of Ash Street and the phone box.  If the person giving the information could be more specific such as times dates and exact location then please pass this onto either myself or Chris Buckland via EBC. I will then be able to utilise my Cast unit, local reactive and Snt to target the area at optimum times. We will however continue to patrol the area and Chris will be paying more attention.

This proves that we are not sitting back and doing nothing we are trying to tackle this problem to make the community a better place for all to live in. We all know that drug problems are funded by crime.

Although this problem will not go away, it will always be an uphill battle that we will continue to fight.



	6. Dog bins in Cotmanhay – recently they have been over flowing and dog owners have had nowhere to put their bags.  This has resulted in people not picking up their mess both on the streets and in the parks. Could you please tell us what you are doing about this.
	When it became clear that there was a problem of overfull bins, following the departure of the officer responsible for their emptying, the Green Space and Street Scene maintenance team for each area took over this responsibility on a temporary basis.  All bins are now being emptied on time.

Unfortunately some bins are not properly used and even when the bin is not full the dog waste bags are still thrown on the floor or hung from the bin.  

	7. Dog Fouling in Cotmanhay - I wish to enquire re the possibility of having a dog warden for our area and have personally tried to report dog fouling incidents and indeed asked for more deterrent notices to be put up to make dog owners fully responsibly for their pets …. Without success.
	Unfortunately a further Dog Warden would not be employed to cover your area specifically. We currently employ one Neighbourhood Dog Warden that deals with the day to day stray dogs that we pick up in the Borough. Cotmanhay currently have a specific Neighbourhood Warden, namely Andy Savage, who has powers delegated to him to issue Fixed Penalty Notices for Dog Fouling. Our Neighbourhood Dog Warden will be asked to look in to the signage in the area however without knowing specific problems and streets it would not be possible to commit one member of staff to check all of the signs in Cotmanhay. Andy Savage will also be requested to check the signs during his routine patrols. Further incidents of Dog Fouling can be reported directly to our Contact Centre on 0845 9072244.

	8. Albion Leisure Centre building - Can we have an update on what the ALC building is being used for currently? Are all the rooms and areas within it being used or rented out and if so what for and for how long? Is the plan to demolish it eventually? 

	Council executive are considering a report at their meeting on the 27 January in respect of leasing the ground floor of the building on a short term unsecured lease. No final agreement is in place and I am unable to provide details of lease agreements at this stage. 
The first floor is not accessible because the lift is in need of renewal and the area is no longer DDA compliant. The site of the building is in the adopted Ilkeston Masterplan and this shows the potential to redevelop the area in the future but there are no current plans to sell the building. 

	9. Outside consultants - Is the Council using outside consultants at the moment and if so what work are they doing and how much is it costing us?
	A Senior Officer at EBC responded: The Council has spent approximately £58,000 on consultants this financial year and it tends to be on areas where it is not cost effective to retain a permanent in-house presence or for specific projects where specialist advice is needed. For example, the authority is obliged to go through a Job Evaluation process for which consultants’ advice is needed and the authority retains the services of Treasury Management consultants to provide up-to-date investment guidance. These are just examples and there are other areas where external advice needs to be bought in.

	10.Experian report on Erewash - We heard before Christmas that a report from data company Experian recently had shown Erewash to be the 14th constituency worst affected by the recession and we have also heard that the borough council has been given a £52,000 grant, a share of a £2.6 million Government grant for borough councils across the UK, which have been deemed to have the 

largest proportion of empty shops on their town centre high streets. What is this money to be spent on? 

	A report is being considered by Council Executive on the 27 January 2010 and this will agree spending proposals. 
Further details will be made available

	11. Disabled toilet/changing facility (PAMIS)  in the Co-op department store - Can we have an update on the development of the PAMIS disabled toilet and changing facility that has been agreed will be built in the Co-op in Ilkeston funded by EBC? 

	Work on installing the Changing Places toilet on the first floor of Midlands Co-operative’s Ilkeston Department Store is due to start on Monday (25th) and is expected to take around three weeks.
The Changing Places Toilet will be officially opened on 24 Feb 2010.

	QUESTIONS RECEIVED ON THE NIGHT
	RESPONSE

	Lights at Rutland Sports Ground - I refer to the spectator lights at Rutland Sports (10 units with 2 tubes per unit).  I would like to know what the criteria is for switching them on and is it really necessary when the flood lights illuminate the spectator area.  I have known instances when they have been left on all night and all the following day.  Last week when the snow was on the ground they were switched on at 7.30am and I had to go round and tell them that they were on at 9.45pm - they said it was an accident.

There are times when they are not switched on for a week then the next week they are switched on every night.  I consider these lights are a total waste of tax payers money and the least that could be done is take out 1 tube from each unit therefore reducing the cost by 50%. 
	Leisure Facility Manager, will investigate the potential to fit a timer. He is contacting a supplier to look at the various options to control these lights and to see if lighting levels can be reduced whilst continuing to ensure public safe

	Coning of Chalons Way - I consider it dangerous when the 50% of Chalons Way is coned off at particular times.  Why is it necessary to do this?  
	Response from DCC Liaison Officer & EBC Officer - Lanes are coned off if grass cutting or highway repairs being undertaken but more specific details would be required to investigate.

	Chaucer School pavements - The problem of dirty and slippery pavements outside the entrance to Chaucer Infants School especially after leaf-fall has been raised three times at previous residents' meetings all to no avail.  The conclusions that I draw from this is that
1. These residents meetings are largely ineffective due to lack of action by the Council.

2. The Council should be thoroughly ashamed of itself for treating young school children and their parents with such contempt.

Is it possible to have an ASBO issued against the relevant Authority?
	Area swept by EBC 25 January 2010.
A senior office from EBC responded:  The paths within this area form part of the open space known as Chaucer Old Park and are therefore part of our maintenance programme for sweeping on a regular basis.  The operatives who carry out this work have been made aware of the problems reported at the forum and will ensure that these paths receive the required attention.  I have also asked that the Neighbourhood Warden and the Grounds Maintenance Supervisor carry out adhoc inspections to ensure cleanliness is kept to a good standard.  If however anyone notices that the paths have become dirty please ask that they register a call with the contact centre so that we may respond to their concerns.

	Blue badge holders - If cars with blue badges can park on double yellow lines without causing an obstruction or danger then why can’t others?  What is the point of the lines?
What about abuse of the blue badge
	An Officer from EBC responded: blue badges are issued to people with disabilities to enable them to be able to access shopping, amenities etc more easily.  If double yellow lines were removed it would become a free for all.  Even when using a blue badge people still have to park correctly and safely.
Civil Enforcement Officers are not expected to challenge people as to their disability.  Civil Enforcement Offcers have the power to inspect the blue badge at the moment, but not confiscate them.  Those latter powers are being looked at and there has been a big consultation exercise on Blue Badges. 

	Criminal Trends - The Government has issued instructions to police forces in a report entitled 'Improving confidence in the Police Service' which instructs them not to highlight criminal trends when speaking at public meetings.  Is this to enable the government to issue their own dubious statistics and is Derbyshire Police Force going to implement this instruction?
	Insp Darren Roberts responded: he is unaware of this instruction and has not been asked to follow it.  
Supt Mahay responded further - last year we were instructed to be more open and develop crime mapping and by going onto Derbyshire Police website this information can be viewed - www.derbyshire.police.uk.  We are always conscious of not increasing fear of crime and by working closely with the community through KINS, Neighbourhood Watch schemes etc, and by passing crime information via the Ringmaster email alert system.


	Bad weather - Will the County Council highways department be better prepared next time we have extremely bad weather unlike the last fortnight?
The roads and pavements were treacherous with many people falling and breaking bones.
This is more about pedestrians who fall in the snow.  In the past people had a responsibility to clear their path, shop keepers.  Is this law still in place?

What provision has been made to repair the roads after the bad weather?

Are all bus routes in the whole of Derbyshire gritted?

What has happened to salt/grit not used in the past?  Is it not stored up somewhere?

	DCC Liaison Officer sympathised with anyone who had been injured by falling on icy footpaths but reassured residents that DCC are a good authority when it comes to gritting – having one of the best coverage rates in the country by gritting around 47% of its roads (1550 miles of the county’s 3,300 miles of roads). 

The Highways department simply don’t have the capacity – staff, resources or funding – to grit all of the county’s roads and, as such, difficult decisions have to be made on where to grit.  There is a precautionary gritting network which includes all A-roads, most B-roads, busy bus routes and other roads with particular problems.  The network takes around 3 ½ hours to grit and, in normal circumstances, the gritters would then turn their attention to lesser roads if time and resources permitted. 

During the extreme weather of the past few weeks, Central Government took over salt supplies and, as such, salt levels restricted us to only being able to grit the precautionary network.  Once salt stock levels rose we were then able to target urban footpaths and refilling of grit bins. 

The Liaison Officer assured the forum that efforts were made to ensure access to the most vulnerable residents.  Emergency Planning teams liaised with local councils, neighbourhood watches, voluntary groups – as well as the emergency services – to co-ordinate delivery of essential medical, fuel and food supplies to vulnerable people.  DCC Social Services – which includes home helps – were also able to continue making visits with assistance from Countryside Rangers who shuttled them between visits in their 4x4 vehicles.
Insp Darren Roberts added that where they have highlighted specific problems DCC have always responded promptly.  
DCC Liaison Officer agreed to take back to County Hall that people in Ilkeston were unhappy about the level of gritting.  Forum comments have been passed for the information of the Area Maintenance Manager.
The resulting damage following the recent bad weather and subsequent results of applying salt to the roads is putting a massive strain on resources.  The salt, which can damage the road surface, combined with the ice have created a lot of pot holes.  The best thing is to call Derbyshire on 08456 058 058 to report pot holes.

Not all of them.
There is limited space to store salt etc and can only store a certain amount of salt at any one time. 

Fix My Street website, www.fixmystreet.com gives you the opportunity submit problems online and it will be directed through to the relevant authority.



	Market street - the residents of Market Street would like to know a definite date when we can once again park on the street where we live.
	Chair drew the forums attention to the response already included on the update.  
DCC Liaison Officer confirmed that the countywide parking review will hopefully commence in approximately 6 months; the towns of Long Eaton and Ilkeston remain the top priorities for the south of the county

	Bus shelter, Greenwood Avenue - Why has the bus shelter been taken down on Greenwood Avenue?  80% of people who use the bus stop are pensioners and we now have no shelter from the weather. 
	Insp Darren Roberts responded: the decision to remove the bus shelter was taken following a panel meeting where a number of anti social behaviour problems were raised as an issue.  Following observance of the bus shelter when quite a lot of anti social behaviour was recorded followed by further problems the decision was taken to remove it.  The feedback from residents has been positive to date.


	Asset transfer - Can we have an update on the plans for transferring the Pavilion and the Abbotsford community centres which was proposed by the Council last year?  Transferring the running and ownership of the centres from Council control to residents' groups.
	Cotmanhay Community Centre and Eventide Community Centre were the two pilot CC's being considered for Asset Transfer. The Eventide Board have decided not to proceeed at this time and Cotmanhay are not in a position to progress because of the transition taking place to form Action for Cotmanhay. 
 

Abbotsford CC has no Board or Community Group willing to oversee its operation. Currently, the centre operation is heavily subsidised by Erewash Borough Council. The Council is in discussions with the main building user, a nursery, and the Development Trust Association to look at more financially efficient ways to operate the building. Operation of Abbotsford and Cotmanhay CC are fully funded in the 2010/11 budget. However, if any resident group wishes to consider running Abbotsford, we would be pleased to discuss with the involvement of the Development Trust Association.   
Cllr Darren Adams-Shaw - will bring full details to the next forum.


Ilkeston Community forum
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