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	ILKESTON COMMUNITY FORUM



	PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS



	DATE – 20 January 2011

VENUE - Ground Floor Lounge, The Arena, Rutland Street, Ilkeston, DE7 8DG
CHAIR -  Lew Hall


	PRESENTATIONS DELIVERED ON THE NIGHT


	Presentation from Helen Crooks, West Hallam Children's Centres

Helen gave an overview of the history of Children's Centres.

Helen explained what the centres do; how they support families within their designated areas. She explained how they contact families. She detailed all the various activities that can take place within the Children's Centres to support the care and development of children aged 0 to 5 through the support of their families.
Helen explained who they typically look to support, though she stressed that nobody is excluded.

Children's Centres are subject to OFSTED inspections.

	

	Presentation from Claire Haynes, Derbyshire County Primary Care Trust

Claire handed out paper copies of a presentation titled ‘the future NHS challenge”. A copy of the presentation is to be circulated with the meeting notes.
Claire explained what is going to happen in Derbyshire, and how the NHS has to save money against a background of increasing demand on services.

Claire explained that public feedback is being sought on the potential changes to the service and how the service is being currently delivered. Claire encouraged people to get in touch with Derbyshire Primary Care Trust if they have a query about the NHS. She also encouraged people to become involved in any consultation opportunities to share their views.
Claire fielded questions:

: concerning the Autism Act

: concerning the future of Ilkeston Hospital


	

	Presentation from Steve White, Derbyshire Fire & Rescue Service

Steve handed out Budget Questionnaires to all the attendees at the meeting.
The consultation is running until 11/02/2011. The consultation is asking about the parts of the service that could be changed / reduced, and whether the council tax payment should be increased.
Steve fielded questions:

: concerning the potential job losses

: concerning the potential closure of fire stations

: concerning rebuilding fire stations

: concerning pay scales
Ian Marsden informed the meeting that completed budget questionnaires could be handed in at Ilkeston Town Hall, marked for his attention, and he would forward them on to Steve White.


	

	QUESTIONS RECEIVED PRIOR TO THE MEETING


	The proposed sale of greensite land AGS011 off Springfield Gardens to the rear of the Bridge Inn, Awsworth Road, Ilkeston.

We, the residents are appalled by the rumours, innuendos and total lack of respect for us over this proposed sale of our greenspace ,to a developer who has made a bid for the Bridge Inn, with a view of turning the Inn into six flats and building a further eleven units. What happens to the Inn is of no concern of ours, but the greenspace proposal is.WHY IS THIS AREA EVEN BEING CONSIDERED TO SELL ? :-

The greenspace had to be provided by the builder when the development of a further 80 dwellings was carried out in 1980. This was a planning requirement then, and would have to be a requirement now, in accordance with requirements H9 and R5 of the councils policy for public open space and facilities. If a developer was allowed to purchase this land, then there would be a total, including the Inn site , of more than twenty dwellings. This would mean that a greenspace would have to be provided, and according to the council requirements, would have to be within 300 metres of the dwellings. Where?, there is none.

The council have tried to say that this area is little used. That is total nonsense, as it is a play area, a camping area, a dog exercise area, a fishing area and, a wonderful wildlife area . Many of the residents are quite old and would have great difficulty in walking greater distances to other areas like Granby Park. The greenspace has a public footpath passing through it, with a dog bin and  a seat, what would happen to these? Finally, any developer would have a major problem with the Severn Trent owned sewer that is in the middle of this site, and which overflows several times a year when there are flash floods of rain, leaving a mess to be cleared up. Why would this land suddenly be of saleable value, could it be that for 30 years it has been land locked, and now could be accessible through the Bridge Inn site? PLEASE LEAVE OUR GREENSPACE ALONE!

The resident who submitted the e-mail detailed above then commented that he believed that the decision to sell the area of open space described had already been taken.
A resident requested that further properties receive the direct mailing.

Resident asked if there was a public right of way across the site
Resident asked when they could make objections to the development of the Bridge Inn site.
Resident asked why the open space had been valued in such a way.
	Responses from Philip Evans, Estates Officer, EBC (received prior to the meeting via e-mail):

I can confirm that a developer has approached the Council to see whether the Council is interested in selling AGS011 off Springfield Gardens. This approach has been reported to the Councils Executive and they have instructed that local consultation is carried out.

We are currently finalising a questionnaire and covering letter that will be sent to local residents asking what they use the land for, how often they do so, whether they would use other specified areas for these uses. We are also planning to put up site notices inviting comments and to provide a link on the EBC website to allow responses to the questionnaire to be submitted electronically. It is our intention to send the questionnaire out at the end of January or in early February.

I can confirm that the Council is aware of the footpath and the Sewer.

Although the Councils Adopted Green Space Strategy identifies AGS011 as being of low quality and low value (in amenity terms) and identifies the land for disposal I would like to stress that no decision has been made to sell and all responses to the consultation will be considered carefully. 

The results of the consultation will be reported back to the Councils Executive.

Cllr Glennice Birkin:

I have already received a lot of emails on this subject. I am given to understand that the land was to be maintained as open space as a condition of it being passed in to Erewash Borough Council ownership.
Ian Marsden, Consultation Officer, Erewash Borough Council:

Ian explained that the following properties are to receive a mailshot of an explanatory letter, a questionnaire and a Freepost envelope:
· Awsworth Road – all numbers 65 to 99 inclusive

· Awsworth Road – all numbers 130 to 150 inclusive

· Boatman’s Close – all properties

· Brook Cottages – all properties

· Half Acre Gardens – all properties

· Manning View – all properties

· Redland Close – all properties

· Springfield Gardens – all odd numbers 73 to 123 inclusive

· Springfield Gardens – all even numbers 62 to 134 inclusive

In addition, two site notices (one at either entrance to the open space) will be erected, publicising the opportunity for people to submit their feedback via the Erewash Borough Council website. Paper copies of the questionnaire could also be requested.
The exact timescale for the consultation was not confirmed, though it was likely to be towards the end of January / beginning of February 2011.

Ian stressed that Erewash Borough Council would then analyse the feedback received before making a final decision.

Ian Marsden, Consultation Officer, Erewash Borough Council:

Ian promised to add the properties suggested to the mailing list.

Action: Ian Marsden visited the locality on the morning of 21/01/11 and identified the following properties to be added to the direct mailing list:

· 64, 101, 103, 105 Awsworth Road

· Cromwell Terrace – all properties

· Duke Street – 49 to 61 inclusive

· Ebenezer Street – 6 to 13 inclusive

· Risley Court – 1 to 23 inclusive

An amended property mailshot list was e-mailed to Philip Evans, Estate Officer on the same day.

Feedback from Ian Marsden following on from the meeting:

Initial investigations indicate that there is a public right of way across the area of land identified.

Paul Jameson, DCC Liaison Officer responded after the meeting: 

SBS 538764 - A check of DCC’s mapping system has confirmed that this footpath is recorded as a Public Right of Way.
Ian Marsden, Consultation Officer, Erewash Borough Council:

Action: Ian e-mailed the Planning Department on 21/01/11 and requested that they make direct contact with the resident to answer his query. An e-mail received by Ian on the same day indicated that this would be done.
Cllr David Stephenson:

I think the land in question was marked for a play area and was turned down by RoSPA on health and safety grounds, and this devalued the site.

Cllr David Morgan:

RoSPA turned down another site, closer to Jervis Court.
Cllr David Stephenson:

In terms of why this open space has been classified as being of low quality and low value, it may be the case that the proximity to the Erewash Canal prevents the land being used for children’s play areas. RoSPA would probably be against it from a health and safety point of view, when one considers their decision regarding the Jervis Court site that also borders the canal. This devalues the land. In addition, the land hasn't got good access.


	QUESTIONS RECEIVED ON THE NIGHT - 20.01.11

	The future of Sure Start Centres
Pre-election, David Cameron pledged to safeguard funding for Sure Start, yet Stoke-on-Trent is threatening to shut seven out of sixteen Children’s Centres. Also, Hammersmith and Fulham councils are withdrawing funding for nine centres. Also under threat are Derby City, Oxfordshire and Norfolk. The Department for Children insist there is enough cash for Sure Start, but shadow Children’s Minister Sharon Hodgson said Government cuts meant councils would almost certainly have to close centres.
I would like to know if our Sure Start Children’s Centres are under threat of closure.


	Helen Crooks, West Hallam Children's Centre:
Long term, who knows. What's happened in Derbyshire is that we are creating multi agency teams. Children's Centres use a multi agency approach to help families.
The Children's Centres will be part of the multi agency teams. The number of Locality Managers is reducing. Some of the multi agency teams will be based within the Children's Centres. Cotmanhay is likely to have one. Multi agency team members will be able to use the other Children's Centres as office bases.

The front line workers have been told that their jobs are not under threat, but we don't know exactly what will happen in the future.

Derby City is looking to make savings, and will look at Children's Centres as part of this review. Everything is being looked at as part of the review.


	Council Grass Cutting Procedure
Can someone please tell me why Erewash Borough Council deems it necessary to place cones along the complete length of Chalons Way when cutting the grass, when less than 50% is actually grass? I am sure a considerable amount of tax payers' money could be saved if just the grassed area were coned off.
Chalons Way is a by-pass with a 40mph speed limit. Broxtowe Borough Council does not place cones along any of Shilo Way when the grass is cut there. This is a by-pass with a 50mph speed limit.

This makes no sense to me at all.


	Scott Cartledge, Neighbourhood Warden Manager, EBC:

It’s because of health and safety reasons. We cannot have vehicles driving near to those cutting the grass. The pavements are wider on Shilo Way than on Chalons Way and so cones are not required.

The cones are not installed in two separate phases as the contractors would have to make two visits, thereby increasing costs to Erewash Borough Council.

I would acknowledge that there is a problem with the flow of traffic when the cones are in place and this needs to be investigated. 

Action: Dave Bramwell, Head of Green Space & Street Scene, to be contacted to confirm if any changes to the arrangements can be made.



	Rutland Recreation Ground lights
Can someone please tell me the criteria for switching off the spectator lights at Rutland Recreation Ground? Last year I pointed out that the flood lights illuminate the spectator area and, as a result of this, the lights were not switched on for about 80% of the time. This has now changed and they have reverted back to being switched on sporadically. At present, two out of ten lights do not even work. Maybe someone should visit the site with a light meter and switch them off - or at least 50% of them as this is wasting a lot of tax payers' money.

	Action:

Ian Marsden to forward the enquiry to Julie Richardson, the manager of Rutland Sports Park, for a response.


	Illegally parked vehicles
Can someone please tell me why I have to put up with this company (name of company provided in correspondence) who obviously has no regard for the law?
Lorries are constantly being repaired on the public highway and some of these vehicles are not even taxed.

I have been complaining about this for over a decade now!


	Inspector Daines:

(all resident’s paper work passed to Inspector Daines) I will take it back and look at it. If a vehicle is used on the road it needs to be appropriately taxed and insured. If there is evidence that there is a road traffic offence we will look to prosecute. Similarly, if the vehicles are causing a danger then we will take the appropriate action.
Action: Sgt Neely inspecting the matter regarding untaxed vehicles and illegal parking. DCC CPE looking in to potential abuse of limited waiting restrictions. DCC Highway Maintenance investigating diesel spillage on highway. DCC Trading Standards investigating alleged repairing of vehicles of highway. Ian Marsden contacted EBC Planning Team to ascertain if the alleged repairing of vehicles on the highway would constitute a breach of planning regulations.

Response from Alan Hoyles, Planning Enforcement Officer, Erewash Borough Council:

Having carried out some research, it would appear that there are no conditions attached to planning permissions that "prohibit" the use of the highway for the repair of vehicles. Any conditions that apply to the company's activities at Abbey Street would only relate to the curtilage of the premises themselves but not the highway. It follows that the vehicle repairs on the highway do not represent a breach of planning control and is a matter for the Highway Authority (or possibly Neighbourhood Services?) to investigate.

Response from Mr Kim Percival, Senior Trading Standards Officer, Derbyshire County Council:
There is no legislation that we enforce that would address these issues. I would have thought it is largely a planning issue and/or something for parking enforcement to look into.

Response from Paul Jameson, DCC Liaison Officer:
SBS 538761 and SBS 538762 

Enquiries with DCC’s Trading Standards department have concluded that there is no legislation that they enforce which would allow them to address these issues.



	The tennis courts at Ilkeston Hospital
Could Ilkeston Hospital tennis courts be hired out, and could the funds be used to support the hospital?

	Ian Marsden, Consultation Officer, Erewash Borough Council:

Action: Ian Marsden e-mailed Claire Haynes of Derbyshire PCT on 21/01/11 to try to obtain contact details for the appropriate person at Ilkeston Hospital.
Response from Lee Allen, PPI/PALS Officer:
I can advise that the tennis courts are owned by Derbyshire Health Community Services (DCHS) in the hospital grounds. Unfortunately, they have been closed to patients and public for approximately 12 years on the grounds of health and safety. I have been advised that the actual tennis court ground surface was deemed as unsafe, pot holes in the surface and the cost to repair is deemed to be excessive at this time.

	PCSO numbers

Are the PCSOs in Derbyshire going to be reduced in number?
Resident - what are the chances of increasing the number of volunteers?
Will there be redundancies or just natural turnover?
	Inspector Daines:
Derbyshire PCT and Derbyshire Fire & Rescue Service have already explained their funding short falls in their presentations earlier this evening. Derbyshire Constabulary’s financial situation is no different. We are facing funding shortfalls over the next four years. A number of things will be done to save money through efficiency, in collaboration with other forces.

Ultimately, it will mean the loss of police posts. There will be a freeze on PCSO and Police Officer recruitment for at least the next couple of years. What this means is that people will leave the force (by retiring, to another job, etc) and these posts will not be filled. This will lead to less people being in post. This will mean that there will probably be fewer PCSOs in the future. It is unclear by how many at this stage.

Will it affect Ilkeston? It might. Because of the numbers we’re talking about it is likely to be the case. What I will say is that I will do my best to protect what we have in this area. However, we have to accept that we will need to take our share of reductions. The decisions as to where vacancies will be held will be based on risk and threat.
There will be a big recruitment drive for the Special Constabulary, together with efforts to recruit more Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinators.

Neither I, nor the Chief Constable were he here, be able to answer that question. We're hoping it will be done through natural turnover. I cannot guarantee that there will be no redundancies in the future but that wherever possible we will avoid compulsory redundancy.



	A Brighter Future - A Vision for Cotmanhay
Can we have, at a future Forum meeting, evidence of the progress that has been made regarding actioning the recommendations made in the report titled ‘A Brighter Future: Re-visioning Cotmanhay’. This report was published in April 2007 and was prepared by an organisation called BURA.
Erewash Borough Council commissioned BURA to write this report, to explore the transformation of some of Cotmanhay’s neglected sites, open spaces and community areas.

Another resident asked that there be confirmation provided of what developments have taken place.

	Lorraine Poyser, Assistant Chief Executive, Erewash Borough Council:

I will take the request to the Action for Cotmanhay group, who have a meeting next week, to obtain a response.

The report was actually commissioned by the Cotmanhay Neighbourhood Management Group (now known as Action 4 Cotmanhay). Erewash Borough Council assisted with the process and worked with BURA. Any actions from this were for the Cotmanhay Neighbourhood Management Group to deal with.

Cllr David Morgan: A number of the ideas contained within the report were based on residents’ feedback.
Response: Lorraine Poyser confirmed in an e-mail on 27/01/11 that, at the Action 4 Cotmanhay meeting on 26/01/11, a hard copy of the BURA report originally given to her by Cllr Michelle Booth was passed on to Cllr David Morgan.


	QUESTIONS ARISING OUT OF 1-2-1 CITIZEN'S SURGERIES
	RESPONSES

	QUARRY HILL ROAD, ILKESTON: POTHOLES

A resident reported a large pothole situated in the cul-de-sac off Quarry Hill Road (still classed as Quarry Hill Road).  It was stated that a lorry had travelled over this pothole and part of its load had fallen off.


	SBS 538763

Response from Paul Jameson, DCC Liaison Officer

DCC Liaison Officer advised that he would log this with the Control Centre so that the local Rapid Response Team could attend to the pothole here.

The severe weather that was experienced at the end of November has had a detrimental effect on our roads.  Prolonged periods of severe frost and ice wear away carriageway surfaces and can lead to deterioration and potholes.  DCC Highways Inspectors routinely check roads and footpaths to identify defects but resources are of course limited.

If you identify any potholes then the quickest and most efficient way in which to have them dealt with is by reporting the matter  to Call Derbyshire on 08456 058 058.  Alternatively, fill in a fault reporting form online via the following link: http://www.derbyshire.gov.uk/transport_roads/roads_traffic/road_fault/default.asp.  
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