	PUBLIC QUESTIONS

	ILKESTON COMMUNITY FORUMS

DATE – 15 January 2009


	Question
	Answer

	Ilkeston Leisure Centres 

Why is there no Disabled Access to the Gym?  One of our residents can only go to Long Eaton or Sandiacre to access the equipment she needs. Why when the council have spent thousands relocating and renewing a Leisure Centre at Rutland, can something as fundamental as Disabled Access have been forgotten?
 

	When the building was built it complied with the Part ‘M’ regulations which specify the minimum requirements for accessibility as part of the planning process.

 

Since then the council has had a DDA access audit completed at the facility which has identified some further improvement that could be made to improve access for people with disabilities.

 

At present the upstairs gym can be accessed by a lift where a number of pieces of equipment have been purchased specifically designed to cater for disabled people (Inclusive Fitness Initiative Accredited). Alternatively, there is now a gym facility on the ground floor which can be used by customers if they wish, although at present these do not hold the accreditation, but can still be used by some disabled people.

 

We will be looking at consulting the Erewash Sports Disability Network to see what further improvements can be made at the facility to improve access in the future, but this will be subject to available funding at that time.



	Boweswell Allotments 

Is this land being strip mined?  There has been a lot of heavy plant equipment on site and lots of activity and noise.  Do the council know what is being done on the site?  If so what can be done about it, .Residents feel that this is not the correct use of allotment sites, especially as several are on the waiting list for allotments and have been told that it will be several years’ wait.  There was also mention of an old law which places a duty on local authorities to provide sufficient allotments for those who want to let them. Apparently Section 23 of the Smallholdings and Allotments Act 1908 stipulates that if as few as six people inform the council that allotments are wanted, it is obliged to become pro-active in seeking land for them. 
If local authority land is not available, the Act empowers authorities to compulsorily hire or purchase private land. The residents would like to discuss both the strip mining (if that’s what is going on) and the lack of allotments.
 
	These allotments do not belong to EBC and are in fact privately owned. If there is a problem with noise then this can be referred to Environmental Services.
No mining currently being undertaken on the site.

1000 allotments in Erewash
42 of which are owned by EBC

The waiting list has recently increased considerably from 70 to 242.

EBC are currently looking at developing more allotments within the borough.  Considering old garage sites.

Member of public suggested unused land to the rear of SEDC - EBC have noted the suggested land and will look into this in the future, unfortunately cannot commit resources to this at present due to the changes within the Council

	Donner Crescent, the land around Surestart (where the committee centre used to be) and other void spaces in Cotmanhay 

These are eyesores and places where fly tipping is a problem, the group would like to know what are the plans for these sites.  Three Valleys,  EBC and DCC are the owners of the land, which Bura recommended a joined up approach to development – the residents would like to know, what are the plans, what are the options, what are the barriers which are slowing development down?
	· Cotmanhay Neighbourhood Management Group in partnership with Three Valleys Housing are organizing a community clean up.
· Complicated site – took ideas from BUSA who wanted EBC to look at the wider area.  Meeting with Sue Blakeley and Homes & Communities Agency to investigate this.

· Jolly Farmers should have been cleaned up by 15.01.09.  The land has been sold to a private developer.

Neighbourhood wardens to investigate and use littering laws where applicable.

· Land near Sure Start in Cotmanhay, suggestions put forward were:
                      Car park for Sure Start

                       Allotments 

	What is the progress on the Green Spaces Strategy?
	Consultation period has ended and the Strategy will be put before the Council Executive at their meeting on 25.02.09 to be adopted.
GSS – the framework will help us see where we need parks and open spaces.    Gives EBC the mechanism to give good quality open spaces where they are most needed.

	New link road - parking & bus stop outside Tesco’s – at this time there is no apparent enforcement of the double yellow lines outside Tesco and in addition, all types of vehicles park in the bus stop used by the Phoenix Tram connection.  The road is frequently congested by the parking of such vehicles.  Can we be given an assurance that the regulations will be enforced soon.
	Police - People have been fined for these offences – the Police have not been ignoring this problem.  Decriminalisation of traffic regulations 19.02.09 when the responsibility for enforcement will pass to DCC.

DCC, in partnership with the borough/district councils, will have substantially more resources available to them than the Police currently have – 23 Enforcement Officers countywide compared with 7 Traffic Wardens.  As such, enforcement of waiting restrictions will increase significantly.

Liaison Officer advised that he would pass details of this particular complaint for the information of the CPE Manager.



	Enforcement of parking/access legislation – Bath Street – the Town Centre Co-ordinator, Paul Calladine, of Erewash Partnership is attending a meeting this month where it is yet again alleged that the ‘access’ clause in respect of parking/access to Bath Street cannot be enforced because the legislation is wrong.  This is again attributed to DCC, yet this subject has been debated many times over the past few years.
	The signage is wrong not the legislation.  The Safer Neighbourhood Teams ran a campaign of enforcement for the 10am-4pm restriction.  Any other time it is access only.  People have been issued with tickets and received a fine.  It is planned for a further enforcement campaign to be run.
Pete Leigh (Information only) – SBS 522225
DCC Liaison Officer advised that he had discussed this matter with Peter Leigh (Area Traffic & Safety Manager) who had confirmed that he was aware of, and is pursuing a resolution to this issue.

Mr Leigh has compiled an amended draft order, to resolve the discrepancy, which has been submitted to DCC Legal Services for approval.  


	Progress on Railway Station
A resident asked for a progress report on the potential opening of a railway station in Ilkeston.


	Kevin Williams – SBS 522226
DCC are shortly to undertake a feasibility study into the rail station in conjunction with Nottinghamshire County Council and GOEM (Government Office for the East Midlands).  An initial meeting will be set up within the next few weeks.
EBC: Scott Wilson has been appointed to prepare a viability report to assess the economic case for Ilkeston Train Station.
 
The report will include: demand forecasting, engineering and operation detail, environmental impact and planning issues & funding and will conclude with an implementation plan and risk assessment.
  
Proposed Time Table: 
31 March 2009 draft Scott Wilson report to be circulated to steering group
 
23 April 2009 steering group to meet to discuss report (Ilkeston Town Hall, Committee Room 14:00)
 
31 May 2009 to present the justification for (or against) the Ilkeston Train Station to Geoff Hoon before May 31st


	Claims for Housing Benefit/council Tax Benefit with particular regard to people with learning disabilities – Does the council have a policy in place to assist people with learning disabilities?  It is a very distressing situation which many people with learning disabilities and their carers can find themselves in if they receive letters of a threatening nature regarding rent arrears. 
	Housing Options Team are there to help people complete the forms.  If all information required is received and correct then the benefit claim will be processed within 2 days.

	Ilkeston Town Council – how long will it be before the council consults the residents about proposals for creating a town council in Ilkeston?
	This would fall under the responsibility of the Democratic Services and Legal Services office.  Any documents or reports will be public.  
There is a report going to Council on 3rd March giving an update. It is recommending that the General Purposes Committee be asked to consider the issue in the new civic year and report back to Council.  The report can be viewed on the Erewash Borough council website: www.erewash.gov.uk 


	Audit commission Inspection Report – what is the council proposing to do to respond to the recommendations and comments made by the Audit Commission in the recent inspection report?
	Got an action plan and audits.  EBC has had an Inspector from the audit Commission today to follow up.

	Why do we not use the Town Hall for these meetings?
	Will look at holding forums at the Town Hall.  There has been a lot of refurbishment at the Town Hall lately which would have made it difficult to hold such meetings there.  

The Council Chamber is not conducive to these types of public meetings and some residents have stated that they would find it too intimidating and would not attend.  Any suggestions by residents of possible locations for future meetings will be considered. 

	Sunday opening for libraries?


	Still trialing this, but need to be aware of the cost implications. Still ongoing.

	Litter in the gutters

How many people have been fined for dropping liter?
	Dave Bramwell outlined that full council approved £100k for equipment

Fixed Penalty figures for littering:

April 05 - March 06 =10
April 06 - March 07 =116
April 07 - March 08 =97
April 08 - present =83


	More fines for discarding cigarette butts/litter and leaves.
	Pete Szabo to speak with Scott Cartledge. Milton Ave, Belper Road, Union Street and Benneraly avenue. Dave Bramwell to inform the team leader.

	Everything seems to favour Long Eaton, why?


	Assured it is not. Erewash is Long Eaton and Ilkeston.

	Bin people drove past Milton Ave and did not pick up litter
	Dave Bramwell to speak with relevant team leader and inform them of the situation. Continual improvements will be taken.

	Improve business in Ilkeston access/egress awful
	Partnership Development Officer to outline these concerns and priorities to Local Strategic Partners.

	CITIZENS’ SURGERIES: DCC
Rupert Street/Gordon Street, Ilkeston: proposed reintroduction of 2-way system
Two residents of Gordon Street attended the forum to raise concerns regarding the above proposed 2-way system.  

The residents are strongly opposed to this proposal due to a number of safety concerns they have.  Firstly, parking occurs on both sides of the street which allows only one vehicle width for through traffic; it is feared that 2-way traffic flow will create problems with vehicles meeting head on, etc.

Concerns were also voiced over the fact that there is a blind bend where Rupert Street and Gordon Street meet.  At present, vehicles often take the corner in the middle of the carriageway – to negotiate parked vehicles – which may lead to collisions should there be 2-way traffic allowed here.

There are also playing fields adjacent to Gordon Street and it is believed that a 2-way system would lead to increased safety problems for children crossing from Gordon Street to the fields.

Reference was made to a petition that had been submitted to Brian Lucas (DCC Cabinet Member for Environmental Services) – opposing the proposal – and the residents queried what would happen next.
	Pete Leigh (information only) – SBS 585797 

DCC Liaison Officer advised the residents that the petition would be considered at a future meeting of the Cabinet and that the petitioners would be advised of the outcome in due course.



	Milton Avenue, Cotmanhay: footway deterioration
A complaint was made in relation to the condition of the footway.  Some patching has taken place in recent years but the resident believes that full resurfacing is required.  The stretch between numbers 1-4 is of particular concern as it is cracked and unsafe.

Could DCC please inspect?
	Simon Tilley – SBS 522224

The Highway Inspectorate is aware of the condition of the footway here and works to repair areas outside numbers 2, 3 and 29 have already been identified and issues to the area Care Team to carry out.

The footway will be considered for resurfacing in the new financial year and will continue to be monitored in the meantime.

	ISSUES RAISED OUTSIDE OF MAIN FORUM: DCC
A6096 Stanton Road, Ilkeston: carriageway deterioration
A resident stated that a site meeting had taken place (3/10/08) between himself, Cllr Brian Lucas and a Traffic Officer, regarding carriageway deterioration outside his home (no. 108).

It had been agreed at the meeting that surface dressing would be carried out within the next couple of years but that, in the meantime, some patching work will be undertaken.  Could DCC please clarify when the patching work is to be done?


	Neil Wainwright – SBS 522227 (see also 558203)

Cllr Lucas has confirmed that a bid has been submitted, within the 2009/10 capital programme, to carry out resurfacing on Stanton Road.  

This bid has a high priority and it is hoped that funding will be secured.  As such, patching work will no longer be necessary.



	Nelson Street, Cotmanhay: speeding
Concerns were raised regarding vehicles entering Nelson Street, from Cotmanhay Road, and speeding down its entire length.  The speeding problem was compounded by inconsiderately parked vehicles on the bend, o/s The 66 Club, which was obstructing visibility.

Can DCC consider introducing speed reduction measures along Nelson Street and/or parking restrictions outside of The 66 Club?

 
	Pete Leigh – SBS 522228

This matter has been passed for the attention of DCC Traffic & Safety section.  An inspection will be carried out, to ascertain whether any measures are appropriate or feasible, as soon as resources allow.




