Guidance for safe removal and disposal of Needles/Syringes
If you find a needle or syringe

· Do not touch it

· Do not let anyone else touch it

· Phone Erewash Borough Council and a trained officer will dispose of the item.
What if the needle/syringe is unsafe to leave for collection by the Erewash Borough Council?

· Find a suitable container for disposal. Try to get a ridged plastic container with a screw top lid to place the needle or syringe in.

· If you can place something protective over your hand like rubber or thick leather gloves.

· If at all possible, do not touch the needle or syringe, Use something like tweezers or tongs to pick it up.

· If you have to pick the needle up with your hands, or if you are using something like tweezers, pick them up by the blunt end.

· Do not touch the sharp point with your hands.

· Do not put the cap back on or re-sheath.

· Place the sharp end of the needle into the container first.

· You can place more than one needle or syringe into a container, but do not overfill.

· Make sure the container is tightly sealed.

· Do not place the container in the regular waste, down the toilet or drain. Contact the Erewash Borough Council for removal.

· Wash whatever you have used to handle the items in an antiseptic detergent.
If someone is injured by a needle

For immediate advice on needle injuries ring NHS direct 24 hour health helpline: 0845 4647

· Encourage bleeding of puncture wound by gentle squeezing, not sucking of the area. 

· Wash the affected area gently with running warm water and soap, do not scrub.
· After several minutes, dry the injury site and apply a clean dressing.

· Seek medical advice from your doctor or hospital emergency department as soon as possible.

