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	EREWASH SOUTH COMMUNITY FORUM



	PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS



	DATE – 15 December 2011
VENUE – Sandiacre Town Cricket Club, Longmoor Lane, Sandiacre
CHAIR – Andrew Sharpe, Democratic Services Manager, Erewash Borough Council


	APOLOGIES



	Councillor Mike Wallis, Councillor Jennifer Hulls
	

	PREVIOUS NOTES FROM LAST MEETING



	No questions arising from the previous meeting.
	

	PRESENTATION FROM LEW HALL, DERBYSHIRE HEALTHCARE FOUNDATION TRUST


	Foundation status gave the Foundation Trust more financial freedom. For example, money did no longer have to be spent within a particular financial year.

With Foundation status the Trust have to be more accountable and, as a consequence, have to appoint a board of governors. Lew is one of these governors.

75% of the £115 million budget of the Foundation Trust is spent on wages. This shows how healthcare is a very labour intensive industry.

1 in 4 people will suffer a mental health issue at some time in their life. 1 in 7 will be referred as a consequence of this illness. 1 in 10 young people now suffering from a diagnosed mental health issue.

This year (2011) 21,000 people have been referred in Derbyshire with a mental health problem. Of those 1,500 have been admitted to hospital.

Lew, as a governor, want to encourage as many people as possible to become members of the Foundation Trust so that they can relate their own experiences to the Trust and help the Trust learn how they can further improve the care they provide.

Lew finished by requesting that people become members of the Trust. He stayed to the end of the Forum meeting in case anyone wanted to talk to him about becoming a member of the issues that had been discussed.


	

	QUESTIONS SUBMITTED PRIOR TO THE MEETING


	Tesco, Sandiacre
Tesco have given some money to Erewash Borough Council because they are building a new Tesco. I am aware this is possibly on hold. However, I do feel the following questions are valid. Where will this money go? What percentage will go to the Sandiacre community / residents (as this is where the most disruption will be forever)? Will the information about where the money is going be shared with residents?

Resident - How much of the £320,000 payable to Erewash Borough Council will pay for the necessities for the development itself?
Resident - The ‘town centre’ of Sandiacre is where the Co-op supermarket is. Which area exactly will benefit from the £320,000 for “town centre improvements in Sandiacre”?
Resident – Could the Tesco development encompass a signalised crossing for Longmoor Lane? There is no signal crossing at moment. Can we ensure that there is such a crossing at this point? If we’re encouraging people to walk then to actually get to the new store from the south side of Derby Road, where a significant number of residents live, you currently have to cross the road three times to get there. It is a nightmare crossing Longmoor Lane.


	Response received prior to the meeting from Steven Mott, Senior Planning Officer, Erewash Borough Council: 
I can advise that the Section 106 that forms part of the planning permission is publicly available and is to provide the following:-

1. Produce and implement a Travel Plan, nominate a Travel Plan coordinator before the Tesco store is open and pay Derbyshire County Council a financial contribution for its monitoring.

2. Pay Derbyshire County Council a financial contribution of £300,000 towards public transport.

3. If alterations to parking restrictions in the area are required pay Derbyshire County Council a contribution for their implementation.

4. Pay Nottinghamshire County Council a financial contribution of £3,500 for alterations to their highway.

5. Through Job Centre Plus set up a candidate selection panel  to recruit through the local job centre, offer pre-interview advice and potentially offer jobs to successful candidates in store, if available.

6. Provide free periods of parking to be agreed with Erewash Borough Council.

7. Pay Erewash Borough Council a financial contribution of £320,000 for town centre improvements in Sandiacre.

8. Pay Erewash Borough Council a financial contribution of £10,000 for public art.

9. Pay Erewash Borough Council a financial contribution of £10,000 for CCTV improvements.

Andrew Sharpe, Democratic Services Manager, Erewash Borough Council:

I think the £320,000 is for work in addition to the development of the retail outlet. We will check this for you.
We will ask the Planning Team to clarify this.
Action: Ian Marsden (Consultation Officer, Erewash Borough Council) to contact Erewash Borough Council’s Planning Team to clarify what portion of the £320,000 will be spent on the retail development, and what the boundaries of Sandiacre town centre are considered to be.
Response from Steve Birkinshaw, Head of Planning and Regeneration, Erewash Borough Council on 18/12/11:

The Section 106 agreement specifies that the £320,000 for town centre improvements in Sandiacre is to be spent on improving the public realm along Mark Street, Station Road and Longfield Lane adjacent to the Tesco development site. The location of the works is the public highway around the Tesco store, not on any land owned by Tesco. That is why the improvements had to be secured through a Section 106 agreement. Had the improvements been on Tesco land, we could have required that by planning condition. By law, Section 106 agreements can only make contributions to infrastructure that is "directly related to the development", hence the tight constraints on the area where the money can be spent. The Borough Council's intention is to use these monies to extend the high quality block paving recently laid along Derby Road to the public pavements around the Tesco site. 
Paul Jameson, Local Area Forum Liaison Officer, Derbyshire County Council:

As part of the preliminary designs, the stop line on the Longmoor Lane approach would need to be set back by approximately 13m in order to accommodate the swept path of vehicles turning left out of Station Road.  As part of the decision to relocate the stop line, the preliminary design notes that a pedestrian crossing could potentially be located here also.  This request will be passed to Development Control officers for discussion during the detailed design stage.

Action: Paul Jameson to pass details of suggestion to Development control Officers.



	QUESTIONS SUBMITTED ON THE EVENING – 15.12.11


	Tesco construction
Do we know when the building of Tesco will start?
	Councillor Terry Holbrook:

The plan is for construction to start in February / March 2012, with a view to the development being completed in November 2012.

Councillor Wayne Major:
I understand that there are still 28 conditions to be met.



	Dorothy Avenue, Sandiacre
A petition was raised last year regarding this road being used as a cut through to avoid queuing at Sandiacre crossroads. We would like the road to be defined as ‘access only’ as it’s been done on other roads in Breaston and Long Eaton. It’s very busy with parked cars. It is dangerous.
A traffic survey was undertaken and the people conducting it wore hi-visibility jackets (for health and safety reasons). Drivers thought that they were the Police and so didn’t drive down Dorothy Avenue as they thought they would get stopped. This led to a bias in the data collected from the traffic survey.
The people who voted in favour of the Tesco store at the Planning meeting don’t live in Sandiacre. They don’t have to suffer the consequences.
We feel the issue of traffic in Sandiacre is not been looked at. Can you also look at the other roads in the Sandiacre area that may also be used as cut throughs, particularly those where there are primary schools?

	Paul Jameson, Local Area Forum Liaison Officer, Derbyshire County Council:

Access Only orders are generally no longer considered due to the fact that the Police don’t have the resources to carry out enforcement.  Without enforcement, access only orders tend to be disregarded by drivers that use the route habitually and thus render the restriction ineffective.  A one-way system would prevent through traffic in one direction only.  One-way systems can also lead to increases in traffic speed (due to the removal of opposing traffic) and there is, of course, an element of inconvenience caused for residents.  As such, a one-way system on Dorothy Avenue may not be considered a practical measure.

Liaison Officer advised that he would enquire as to whether some advisory ‘no through route’ signs could be considered.  Such signs are not legally enforceable but may act as a deterrent to some drivers.

Monitoring will no doubt be carried out following the opening of the Tesco store to ascertain any changes in traffic movement.

Action: Paul Jameson to pass details to appropriate colleagues at Derbyshire County Council.


	Traffic survey
Tescos did their own traffic survey, and it said that on three occasions the crossroads junction was over its design capacity. It doesn’t seem to have been taken into account when deciding on the planning permission for the store. I feel that continuous successful planning applications in Sandiacre have contributed to this traffic problem. A previous DCC report said a 130% increase in HGVs would be undetectable in Sandiacre. Tescos and other planning applicants have successfully used DCC’s position to push through their planning applications. DCC have failed to manage the Sandiacre road network over the past 15 to 20 years.


	Councillor Terry Holbrook:

Sandiacre has historically been used as a route for lorries. For example, 2,000 lorries a week would have travelled from the Stanton works at one time.

	The future of Sandiacre
Has there been any thought given to the future of Sandiacre? What about the impact on the traffic system? What’s going to happen to the Co-op supermarket and other retail outlets? I think Sandiacre looks sad when compared to Stapleford, even when you compare the Christmas lights. Sandiacre is beginning to look like the poor community. I just feel that we should do something.
The Parish Council is to take responsibility for the flower beds in front of the new Tesco store. They will be low herbaceous shrubs. They are just litter catches and will cause an issue.

There is little time for members of the public to take part in a discussion at a Parish Council meeting.


	Councillor Steve Bilbie:

Sandiacre are using the pea lights this year as they are less costly to maintain.

Councillor Steve Bilbie:

We do have a public session at the Parish Council meeting. We do take on board what the public say. Please do come to the Parish Council meeting and we can help communicate to the Borough Council and the County Council what people are saying. The meeting is on the first Tuesday of every month.

Ian Marsden, Consultation Officer, Erewash Borough Council:

I will contact Erewash Borough Council’s Planning Team to discuss the possibility of organising a public meeting for the residents and businesses of Sandiacre to discuss the future, with particular reference to how the £320,000 may be spent on ‘town centre improvements’.

Action: Ian Marsden to contact Erewash Borough Council’s Planning Team to suggest arranging a public meeting for the residents and businesses of Sandiacre.
Response from Steve Birkinshaw, Head of Planning and Regeneration, Erewash Borough Council on 16/12/11:

The Section 106 agreement is a legal agreement defining specifically what the money paid by Tesco must be used for. Consequently there is no scope for further discussion on its use.

Further response from Steven Mott, Senior Planning Officer, Erewash Borough Council on 16/12/11:

I would add that the Section 106 Agreement specifies the general area within the town centre where the £320,000 is to be spent and basically consists of the footways running north-south on the western side of Mark Street up to Station Road; the footways running east-west on the southern side of Station Road from Mark Street up to Longmoor Lane; the footway running north-south on the eastern side of Longmoor Lane from Station Road to just passed the public conveniences and the footways running north-south on the western side of Longmoor Lane from the point where the current block paving stops (outside number 5 Longmoor Lane) to the junction with Dorothy Avenue.



	Property at corner of Osmaston Street / Station Road, Sandiacre (69 Station Road, Sandiacre)
This fine old house has been boarded up for approximately twenty years. I wrote to Councillor Chris Corbett back in 2003. I understand that Erewash Borough Council have funds to bring derelict houses back into use. This situation can’t be allowed to continue. Erewash Borough Council should compulsory purchase the property and either demolish it or renovate it. The property is one of the first things you see when you travel from Stapleford.

	Andrew Sharpe, Democratic Services Manager, Erewash Borough Council:

I believe Erewash Borough Council can only normally act in relation to dangerous structures.

Action: Ian Marsden to contact Erewash Borough Council’s Building Control, Land and Property and Planning Teams to clarify powers.

Action taken: Ian Marsden issued the e-mail on 16/12/11.

Response from Matthew Hall, Planning Enforcement Officer, Erewash Borough Council on 19/12/11:

Erewash Borough Council has asked the owner to fix a hole in roof and board up the windows which he did a few weeks ago. He is planning to demolish the property and build flats on the site which he does have permission for but he has not indicated when he intends to do this.

Response from Brendan Morris, Borough Solicitor & Monitoring Officer, Erewash Borough Council:

The Council has powers under section 226 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990, subject to the authorisation of the Secretary of State, to acquire compulsorily any land in their area-

(a) if the authority think that the acquisition will facilitate the carrying out of development, re-development or improvement on or in relation to the land or

(b)which is required for a purpose which it is necessary to achieve in the interests of the proper planning of an area in which the land is situated.

The powers under the section must not be exercised unless the authority think that the development, re-development or improvement is likely to contribute to the achievement of any one or more of the following objects-

(a) the promotion or improvement of the economic well-being of their area;

(b) the promotion or improvement of the social well-being of their area;

(c) the promotion or improvement of the environmental well-being of their area.

It might be possible to use compulsory purchase powers in the circumstances described but before doing so efforts should be made to acquire the property by agreement.

Whether the structure is dangerous is not a deciding factor and its derelict appearance may be sufficient justification to compulsorily acquire it.

As far as I am aware there is no budget for Compulsory Purchase Orders and any such proposal would need Council approval.



	What is happening to the Hart Lea housing complex in Sandiacre?
From what I can tell there are no residents living there. There is a rumour that the existing building will be demolished and that new family housing will be built. I believe that bungalows for old people would be better as this land is one of the few flat areas available within Sandiacre. We already have so many houses for families.


	Action: Ian Marsden to contact Three Valleys Housing for a response.
Action taken: Ian Marsden issued the e-mail on 16/12/11.


	Town Street flats, Sandiacre

What are the latest developments regarding the future of Town Street flats in Sandiacre?

	Action: Ian Marsden to contact Three Valleys Housing for a response.
Action taken: Ian Marsden issued the e-mail on 16/12/11.


	Draycott Christmas lights.
Well done to the residents of Draycott re their Christmas lights.

	

	‘The Stumps’, Draycott
Would it be possible to build steps in to the ‘stumps’? People using the Derby Nomad Walk cross this area. They have to walk down to the river bank. They have to climb a grassy mount, which is not easy in wetter conditions.

	Scott Cartledge, Neighbourhood Warden Manager, Erewash Borough Council:

This area belongs to The Environment Agency. We will see what their suggestions are. We’ll get in touch with them.
Action: Ian Marsden to contact The Environment Agency.

Action taken: Ian Marsden submitted an ‘enquiry form’ via The Environment Agency’s website on 16/12/11 giving details of the issue raised.

Response received from The Environment Agency on 16/12/11: Requesting further information regarding the exact location of ‘the stumps’.

Further action: Ian Marsden issued e-mail to resident raising initial issue seeking further information.

Further action on 20/12/11: Resident e-mailed Ian Marsden with further details. Further details e-mailed by Ian Marsden to The Environment Agency.

Further action on 22/12/11: The Environment Agency e-mailed Ian Marsden for further information re location. Map of area e-mailed to them by Ian Marsden. Confirmation e-mail subsequently received from The Environment Agency confirming that query details passed to their Asset System Management Team for advice and that they would be back in touch shortly.


	New bin required near ‘The Stumps’, Draycott

We are grateful for the new seats on the footpath and at the bottom of ‘the stumps’. We now need a new bin, on Wilne Lane, by the pumping station.


	Ean Cook, Neighbourhood Warden, Erewash Borough Council:
One is to be installed in the next four weeks.


	Parking in Draycott
I am very disappointed that the yellow line on Market Street in Draycott has recently been extended, taking away four parking spaces. As parking restrictions are to be introduced on Hopwell Road this will undoubtedly lead to parking congestion in Market Street, particularly during school drop-off / collection times.

	Paul Jameson, Local Area Forum Liaison Officer, Derbyshire County Council:

I am not aware that the yellow line was extended. I think that what we have done is make sure the paint refers to the order than what was already in place. This would originally have been subject to public notification period. We have now corrected what should have been there in the first place.


	Rescinding traffic orders
Can traffic orders be rescinded? The prevention of vehicles from parking in certain areas may have a detrimental effect on retail outlets if people cannot park near to them. This effectively forces people to park in free parking areas, such as outside large superstores.
	Paul Jameson, Local Area Forum Liaison Officer, Derbyshire County Council:

We have to have sound road safety reasons for introducing such traffic orders in the first instance. If the nature of the area changes then we could look to revoke it. However, if the original reason for putting the restrictions in remains then it would not change.

We are undertaking a county-wide parking review. This is a massive job. I can ask our Traffic Officer to look at the situation at Market Street, Draycott to see if any alterations can be made to the current arrangements.
Action: Paul Jameson to pass details to Traffic Officer at Derbyshire County Council.



	Drain outside convenience shop on Market Street, Draycott
The drain is constantly blocked by litter. There is only one bin next to The Green. This is insufficient and leads to the littering in this area.
	Paul Jameson, Local Area Forum Liaison Officer, Derbyshire County Council:

I will raise this issue to get the drained cleared.

Action: Paul Jameson to pass details to the appropriate department at Derbyshire County Council.

Ean Cook, Neighbourhood Warden, Erewash Borough Council:
I will monitor the litter situation in this area.



	Hills Road junction bus stop, 
The bushes at the bus stop need to be cut back.

	Paul Jameson, Local Area Forum Liaison Officer, Derbyshire County Council:

Even if the bush is located on privately owned property, if it is obstructing the highway we can sort it out. I will take it back.
Action: Paul Jameson to pass details to the appropriate department at Derbyshire County Council.



	The future of Community Forums
I read in the Ilkeston Advertiser that the number of Community Forums is going to be reduced from four to two.

I used to be Chair of the Sandiacre Community Forum when it existed prior to 2008. At this time Erewash Borough Council changed the Community Forum structure and disbanded the Sandiacre Community Forum. I feel that this was done without any consideration of what residents wanted. It was done for the convenience of the council and the partner attendees to the meetings. I stated in a letter to the Council at the time that the proposed new Forums were covering too wide a geographic area and would not work.

	Ian Marsden, Consultation Officer, Erewash Borough Council:

At a Council Executive meeting held on 1 December 2011 a report was presented that recommended that two Community Forums be organised by Erewash Borough Council in the future.
This change in approach follows an extensive consultation programme where over 1,000 residents have given their feedback on Community Forums and their future. The review has highlighted that the Forums need to be promoted far more effectively in the future. The review also highlighted that residents prefer Forums to have a more ‘local’ focus. Consequently, we will be looking to develop the relationship with Parish Councils in the future. We will also be looking to interact with other organisations in the community to greater effect to speak to their ‘captive audiences’, e.g. Parents’ Forums at Childrens Centres, as these meetings are often attended by people who would not have the opportunity to attend a Community Forum meeting. We will also look to arrange bespoke meetings in an area if the need arises.

We are also looking to introduce themed topics to the Forums, as this is something that residents said that they would like to see, whilst still maintaining the open ‘question and answer’ sessions.

I will be working on a plan for the Forums in January and February 2012 and will have some more definitive answers for you when this meeting is held again in April 2012.



	Air quality
The Government plans to raise the national speed limit to 80mph. This will raise carbon emissions. The air quality will be worse, particularly in areas adjacent to motorways, such as Sandiacre. Can you please ask Erewash Borough Council’s Environmental Health Officer to measure the current air quality in Sandiacre. This should be ‘real time monitoring’ and not a desk top study.

	Action: Ian Marsden to contact Erewash Borough Council Senior Environmental Health Officer with the request made.

Action taken: Ian Marsden issued the e-mail on 16/12/11.

Response from Paul Smith, environmental Health Manager, Erewash Borough Council on 20/12/11:

Air quality monitoring is not a short term activity. To produce meaningful results you need to monitor for months, preferably a full year. Real-time monitoring, though it gives accurate results, is expensive and only gives a truly representative idea of the concentration of pollutant in its immediate vicinity. Erewash, like the majority of authorities has chosen a cheaper, less precise monitoring tool, the diffusion tube, backed up by occasional real-time monitoring. This allows you to correct the diffusion tube results and in conjunction with computer modelling, determine pollutant concentrations across the borough.

Erewash currently has a real-time monitor in place in Long Eaton close to the motorway and the results from this will be used to determine the concentrations at other locations with the borough including Sandiacre which has a diffusion tube monitoring site. The real-time monitoring exercise is due to end in February/March 2012 and immediately afterwards a report will be compiled detailing the results which will be published. If the concentrations continue to exceed the objectives set by government any actions which would increase emissions would be resisted. Though there may be plans to raise the speed limit nationally it would be possible for the Highways Agency (the government body who manages the motorway network) to introduce a local speed limit on the M1 in Erewash. Obviously we cannot guarantee they would do this but if pollutant levels do exceed the objectives they would struggle to justify increasing them still further.  We will be in a better position to judge the situation in the new year when the results of our monitoring are known.



	Location of next meeting
Can the next meeting be held in Sandiacre, given the nature of the unresolved issues raised tonight?


	Ian Marsden, Consultation Officer, Erewash Borough Council:

I will look to arrange the next meeting for Thursday 19 April 2012 here at Sandiacre Town Cricket Club.

Further action: Due to the unavailability of Sandiacre Town Cricket Club’s Pavilion on either 19/04/12 or 18/04/12 the next meeting has now been arranged for 17/04/12.


	Date of next meeting
	Tuesday 17 April 2012
Sandiacre Town Cricket Club
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