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	EREWASH SOUTH COMMUNITY FORUM



	PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS



	DATE – 16 December 2010
VENUE – St Hugh’s Church Hall, 68 Derby Road, Borrowash, DE72 3HB
CHAIR -  Andrew Sharpe


	QUESTIONS STILL OUTSTANDING FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETING ON 19.08.10


	Draycott road sign
The word ‘Draycott’ has been erased from one of the road signs as you enter the village (on Market Street). Who is responsible for the upkeep of the road sign? (photographic evidence supplied by the resident).

.
	Scott Cartledge (Senior Neighbourhood Warden): The sign in question is the responsibility of Erewash Borough Council. We maintain the signs on behalf of Derbyshire County Council. We will arrange for the necessarily remedial work to take place.
Action: Scott Cartledge to arrange for road sign to be repaired.


	Erewash Canal bank
There is an issue on the bank of the Erewash Canal, close to the Soldiers and Sailors Club. Someone has taken a spade and dug out several steps in the bank. Heavy rain over the past few weeks has led to soil erosion at this location. I have concern about a large erosion of the soil if this situation is not addressed.
	Scott Cartledge (Senior Neighbourhood Warden): Ean Cook (our Neighbourhood Warden) will visit the area to inspect it. It might be an issue that the Environment Agency needs to become involved in.
Cllr Derek Orchard: I can confirm that either the Environment Agency or Severn Trent Water would be interested in this issue.

Action: Ean Cook to visit the area to investigate the damage caused and take the appropriate remedial action.
Further update from Scott Cartledge on 09.12.10: this issue has been referred to the Land & Property section. Cllr Wallis has been updated on the latest situation.


	Central Avenue, Borrowash
There is a new large property being built on Central Avenue in Borrowash, and this is contributing to the parking issues on Station Road. The visibility for car drivers is being affected.


	Scott Cartledge (Senior Neighbourhood Warden): I can ask Paul Jameson to liaise with the Traffic Safety Team at Derbyshire County Council to see if traffic restrictions could apply in the future.

Further update from Paul Jameson on 09.12.10: Officers have reported that there are no plans to introduce any markings at this junction.  Dangerous or obstructive parking is a matter for the Police to investigate and any such incidents should be reported to them for appropriate attention and enforcement.



	Victoria Road, Borrowash
A local resident reported illegal parking o/s Ashbrook School on Victoria Road.  It was queried whether the Civil Enforcement Officers could carry out some patrols during the problem periods which were during school arrival/dispersal times, particularly between 0830-0930hrs.  The resident advised that he had seen the Officers patrolling at approx 11am but that the problems had cleared by this time.


	Paul Jameson: this is to be added to the CEO’s ‘hotspot’ list for patrols to be carried out at school arrival/dispersal times – particularly between 0830-0930hrs – once the schools started back.

The Civil Parking Enforcement Unit has advised that this location is already on the Enforcement Officers hotspot list but they have been asked to patrol between the times stated.
Action: Paul Jameson of Derbyshire County Council agreed to take this issue back to the Traffic Safety Team. Paul will bring the matter to the attention of the APCOA officers to add to their ‘hotspot’ list for when the new school year starts in September 2010 (particularly between 08:30 and 09:30 hours).



	Wilsthorpe Road / Poplar Road, Breaston – cycle route signage

A local police officer made reference to the shared pedestrian/cycle path on the northern side of Wilsthorpe Road.  When cycling along Wilsthorpe Road - from Long Eaton, towards Breaston - the cycle path diverts up Poplar Road.  However, the officer reported that the sign diverting cyclists up Poplar Road is small and inconspicuous and cyclists have a tendency to continue on the Wilsthorpe Road footpath (west of the Poplar Road junction) which is not a cycle path.

Local residents (of Wilsthorpe Road) had reported concerns to the police officer as there had been a number of near misses when pulling off their driveways and nearly hitting cyclists, clearly thinking it is still a cycle route.  It was queried whether a bigger, more prominent sign could be erected at the junction to advise cyclists that the cycle route diverts up Poplar Road?

	Paul Jameson: This matter has been passed to the area Traffic & Safety section for investigation as and when resources allow.

Further update from Paul Jameson on 09.12.10: It has been reported that the cycle route signing here is acceptable.  Clearly, if cyclists wish to travel towards Breaston/Draycott, then they are going to carry on Wilsthorpe Road (instead of taking the diversion up Poplar Road) no matter how large the signs are.



	Tesco planning application, Sandiacre
The Tesco planning application for Sandiacre. Have any further planning applications been submitted by them?
I am concerned that we wouldn’t hear about a second application being received from Tescos in a timely fashion, and we wouldn’t be able to effectively contribute to the consultation process.


	Councillor Mike Wallis: Councillors regularly receive a list of the latest planning applications. As far as I am aware there is nothing that has recently come through. Tescos withdrew their last application at the eleventh hour. I presume that they are still reconsidering their position. We will notify people as and when a subsequent application is received from them.

Action: Ian Marsden (Consultation Officer) to contact Planning Team at Erewash Borough Council to ascertain if a second application from Tescos has been received in relation to the Sandiacre site.

Cllr Jennifer Hulls: I have noticed on the internet that an application has been received that may relate to Tescos in Sandiacre. I need to clarify exactly what this latest application refers to. I will take the lady’s contact details, find out the necessary information and feed back to her.

Action: Councillor Hulls to feed back information regarding planning application to the resident in due course.

Update from Ian Marsden on 09.12.10: An application for Tesco at Sandiacre has been submitted in the first week of December. Erewash Borough Council is now in the process of publicising this fact and is looking to consult with members of the public. The plans and details are on the council’s website. The application reference number is 024474. If people wish to make representations on the application they can do so in writing or via e-mail and their views will be considered as part of the assessment of the application.


	QUESTIONS SUBMITTED PRIOR TO THE MEETING



	DCC Reserves

If Derbyshire has to make savings can money be taken out of the reserves to make up the shortfall, if not why not, as I have heard Derbyshire is the 4th richest county in England & the communities minister has said spend some of it.
Can any of the contingency money be used to meet the shortfall of other services, for example the police? I'm concerned that the large reserve will be taxed, as happened with pension schemes a number of years ago. I don't want Derbyshire County Council to be put in a position where they can't prove that they are using this money and the central government ends up taxing this total.

	E-mailed response from Paul Jameson, Derbyshire County Council:

Much of the cash we have in reserve is set aside to meet expensive bills and claims on the council.  It leaves us with a modest – but prudent - balance to deal with unplanned events.
Currently the council holds around £85 million in its general reserve.  But, it will have to spend more than half of this to meet the cost of long-standing equal pay claims, efficiency projects and the school building programme.
In addition - because of the size of the council’s business - sound financial accounting and auditor's advice says it should keep a contingency of around £25 million. This is to cover uninsured losses, disaster recovery and other unplanned emergencies.
All of this means we have around £15 million that is uncommitted.
However, we will need that £15 million and more to help meet the cost of shedding around 2,000 jobs through redundancy and early retirement payments.
We have not – as has been suggested – tucked the cash away for a rainy day.  We have looked at the costs and liabilities the council is facing and saved up for them rather than putting further pressure on council payers.
To reiterate, we are using reserves to:
· Meet the cost of equal pay claims
· Invest to save so it can cut costs in the future
· Offset the effects of front-loaded cuts in government grants
· Pay for the cost of voluntary and compulsory redundancies
Other reserves – already earmarked - are held by the council to pay for things such as insurance claims, waste disposal site liabilities, school's pfi costs and grants for specific projects.
Cllr Wallis:

DCC need a contingency. Look at the impact of this winter already in terms of keeping roads open and services running. There may be other factors that they have to respond to if we have a very long winter.

Action: Ian Marsden (Consultation Officer, Erewash Borough Council) to forward the subsequent question to Paul Jameson of Derbyshire County Council for a response.


	Policing of Borrowash & Ockbrook

Is the existing level of one PC & one PCSO to be maintained in Ockbrook & Borrowash?
	Inspector Phil Laing:

Yes, and there are no plans to reduce the levels in other areas.

Cllr Wallis:

We're delighted to hear that. Our PC Martin Walker and PCSO Matthew Boyer do a marvellous job, backed up by equally good work from our Neighbourhood Warden Ean Cook. They are all doing an excellent job.



	REVIEW OF OUTSTANDING ISSUES FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETING ON 19.08.10


	Draycott road sign

	Scott Cartledge, Neighbourhood Warden Manager:

The details of this issue have been passed to the Green Space and Street Scene team.


	Erewash canal bank

The notes from the previous meeting are incorrect. The issue is actually on the River Derwent, down Wilne Lane in Sawley, next to the Soldiers and Sailors fishing sign, not the actual club.

	Scott Cartledge, Neighbourhood Warden Manager:

I suggest that Ean Cook (Neighbourhood Warden) and the resident make arrangements to undertake a site visit to investigate.
Action: Ean Cook and the resident arranged to undertake a site visit upon the closure of the meeting.


	Central Avenue, Borrowash – parking issue
	Cllr Wallis:

This is a police issue.
Inspector Phil Laing:

If it's an obstruction of the pavement, i.e. someone can't get through on the pavement, we can then take action.


	Victoria Road, Borrowash – parking issue
	Cllr Wallis:

There are now restrictions in place here following the reintroduction of the yellow lines. The parking issue was caused by people taking their children to and from school. Derbyshire County Council have agreed to reinstate some of the yellow lines at The Ridings, Ockbrook too as they have had some of the same issues down there.


	Wilsthorpe Road / Poplar Road, Breaston - cycle route signage

	No further comments were raised.

	Tesco planning application, Sandiacre
	Cllr Hulls:

Members of the public are now e-mailing and telephoning me to discuss this resubmitted application. The Parish Clerk has received a copy of the revised plans. Some residents are a bit concerned that there isn't enough time to view the plans due to the Christmas break and certain individuals being away on holiday. I have spoken to Steven Mott (Senior Planning Officer, Erewash Borough Council) about their concerns and he is considering a time extension in terms of the public consultation period. I'm trying to get copies of the plans into Sandiacre library. The plans are currently on view in Long Eaton Town Hall.


	QUESTIONS RAISED ON THE NIGHT



	Sun dial on Draycott park
The sun dial has now been repaired by Draycott Parish Council and they have done a fantastic job. I would like to pass on my thanks to them.


	Action: Ian Marsden to pass on the resident’s thank you message to the Clerk of Draycott Parish Council.
Response: Ian Marsden e-mailed Val Lewis, the Clerk of Draycott Parish Council on 17/12/10 to pass on the resident’s thank you message.

Response: Val Lewis acknowledged receipt of resident’s thank you message in e-mail dated 24/12/10.


	Signs in Ockbrook and Borrowash
The names are fading on some of the village name signs. Can we look to renovate these signs or replace them? The Borrowash & Ockbrook Parish Clerk will be writing to Erewash Borough Council regarding this issue.

	Scott Cartledge, Neighbourhood Warden Manager:

I will take this issue back to Dave Bramwell (Head of Green Space & Street Scene, Erewash Borough Council).
Action: Scott Cartledge to contact Dave Bramwell.


	Removal of two benches and the ‘dome’ on the Multi Use Games Area in Draycott
The first bench is located beside the bus stop at Hills Road, Breaston. It is in a dilapidated condition. Litter is common in the bushes near the bench. The bench Is a gathering place for the local youths.
The second bench is located at The Green, Draycott. The police are called out regularly to deal with anti-social behaviour issues in this area. Littering is common, even though a waste bin is located there. Last year, the lights were pulled off the Christmas tree. There is litter from people eating their Chinese take away. Sometimes they will discard sauce over the bench.
The third issue I’d like to raise concerns the ‘dome’ on the Multi Use Games Area. It is covered in graffiti. The youths who gather there don't treat it with respect. The local elderly residents feel threatened by the youths who gather in this area. Litter is a problem here. There was a problem in the summer with youths accessing properties when their external doors were left open in the hot weather. The snowy weather from two weeks ago brought some temporary welcome peace to this area as it was too cold and icy for the youths to congregate. Can the ‘dome’ be removed?

	Scott Cartledge, Neighbourhood Warden Manager:

We have to be mindful that the benches that have been mentioned are used by other residents. For example, the elderly may use them for a rest. We have to be mindful of other users before we consider removing them.
Inspector Phil Laing:

There has been a 30% reduction in incidents of anti-social behaviour in Breaston and Draycott.
Cllr Wallis:

In our parish we had a bench via the ornamental clock that was regularly targeted by vandals. We replaced the original bench with a more vandal proof bench. It was expensive but it has been effective in combating vandalism.
Regarding the problem of litter we have started a partnership with Erewash Ramblers to undertake litter picks on a rota basis. We cleaned up the brook near Hawthorne Avenue, Borrowash. The exercise resulted in 18 bags of rubbish being taken away.
It may be worth contacting your Parish Council Clerk to look into the possibility of investing a similar bench in Draycott. You could also ask your Parish Clerk to contact Erewash Ramblers to see if they may be able to help you. We also do two community litter picks in hot spot areas. You could speak to your Parish Clerk about these too. These ideas may be able to help tackle the problems raised.
Scott Cartledge, Neighbourhood Warden Manager:

Ean Cook can investigate the issues that you have raised.
Action: Ean Cook to speak to the resident concerned.
Sergeant Chris Waters:

I co-ordinate the Community Pay Back scheme. Some of this work involves- cleaning up graffiti. We can look into this and maybe doing some clean up work through it.



	The Green, Draycott
There is a road leading to the residents’ car park. Who does it belong to?
There are some parking issues on this road, as I believed it was an access road only.

	Scott Cartledge, Neighbourhood Warden Manager:

I can arrange to check the ownership of this land.

Action: Scott Cartledge to check to see if Erewash Borough Council own this land.
Response: E-mail from Scott Cartledge to the resident, sent later in the evening of 16/12/10, confirmed that the road is not an adopted highway and as such Erewash Borough Council’s Civil Enforcement Officers would not enforce the double yellow line restriction. Scott noted that the Police could still take action for obstruction, were this to occur.


	Parking in the bus stop adjacent to the Priorway Avenue shop, Borrowash
Parking tickets are being issued to customers parking in the bus stop on a Sunday, even though there are no buses running on this route on a Sunday. Is this correct?

	Scott Cartledge, Neighbourhood Warden Manager:

It is still classed as a bus stop even though there is no service on that particular day. Therefore, anyone parking in this area will be issued with a penalty notice.


	Date of next meeting – Tuesday 19th April 2011 (provisional date)
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