	PUBLIC QUESTIONS

	COMMUNITY FORUM – EREWASH NORTH
DATE – 09 June 2009


	Question
	Answer

	Is the Green Spaces Strategy adopted yet?
	The green spaces strategy has been formally approved –however, the actions within it remain aspirational and will be addressed as and when resources allow. Over the next few months we will be working our way through the document to identify what can be achieved within our current work plans and budgets.

	Half Pipe Skate Facility at Kirk Hallam - Has the re-siting of the Half Pipe in Kirk Hallam been considered by any EBC officers?

Can you advise me if any consideration has been given to consult with anyone over its removal and possible re-siting, in particular, have the Erewash Youth Council members been asked about it, if not, can I request that the subject is raised for their attention at their next meeting, please?
This has been going on for 2 years and was to be resited on Windsor crescent park 

Why not erect a sound proof fence around it like that used by the side of motorways?

	To be removed by the early summer – D Bramwell
The consultation for the removal of the equipment was undertaken as part of the Green Space Strategy. The re-siting of the equipment is yet to be agreed.  D Bramwell has agreed that the Youth Forum will be consulted about this. This obviously will need careful consultation to ensure the site is accessible and does not cause conflict with local residents.

The problem with the siting of this equipment is the noise created because it is made of metal but the community does not want to lose it as it is used and enjoyed by a lot of young people in Kirk Hallam – Councillor L Booth
These fences are not always effective and would be quite unsightly.  Also, such a fence would be open to abuse as it would hide people from sight.
TIMETABLE:

This is two projects in one – new funded Multi User Games Area and potential site for Wheeled Sports Area

Detail

Date

Adopted Green Space Strategy includes statement to relocate half pipe to a more suitable location

Statement

Contractor selection and evaluation

August 2009

Site visit

W/C 28.09.09

Removal of Half Pipe and storage at Merlin House Depot

W/C 05.10.09 - subject to weather

Report to Council Executive proposing provision of Youth Facilities in Kirk Hallam (Funding for Multi User Games Area) – potential location Kirk Hallam Playing Fields off Windsor Crescent

Possible location for Half Pipe and future Wheeled Sports Area

28.10.09

TBC

(Subject to approval of item 5)

Consultation with a range of consultees i.e. Residents, Youth Forum, Schools, Young People, Planners, etc 

Throughout November 2009

Develop specification from consultation exercise for Multi User Games Area

Throughout December 2009

Gain Estimate for Wheeled Sports Area

December 2009

Seek external funding and / or match funding proposal

Spring 2010

If any attendees wish to be part of the consultation or have any ideas for funding, please pass on my contact details



	What is Erewash Borough Council’s stance as regards preserving the greenbelt areas, being as there isn’t much quality greenbelt left?
Are farmers having their land purchased in anticipation of one of the proposed routes.  Will there be any compulsory purchases?
Feedback from the forum that this development at Stanton for a proposed 5000 + houses = another town.  What we need is industry and jobs not just more people moving in.  Before we know it we’ll have another Oakwood with no supporting infrastructure.
Concerns were raised that the proposed road through the greenbelt is the cheaper option so the future developer will obviously push for this one.
It was requested that the public should receive regular updates.
What is the policy on green spaces?


	The Council’s current stance on the Green Belt is set out in adopted planning policy – Erewash Saved Planning Policies July 2008.  This document contains policies specifically on protecting the Green Belt against inappropriate development except in special circumstances.  An extract from the document is set out below showing our main policy:
POLICY GB1 - GREEN BELT

WITHIN THE GREEN BELT, AS DEFINED ON THE PROPOSALS MAP, THERE WILL BE A PRESUMPTION AGAINST INAPPROPRIATE DEVELOPMENT, EXCEPT IN VERY SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES WHERE INAPPROPRIATE DEVELOPMENT CAN BE JUSTIFIED, PLANNING PERMISSION WILL ONLY BE GRANTED FOR APPROPRIATE DEVELOPMENT AS FOLLOWS:
1.         BUILDINGS ASSOCIATED WITH AGRICULTURE OR FORESTRY PROVIDING THE             PROPOSALS SATISFY THE CRITERIA OF POLICY GB8;
2.         ESSENTIAL FACILITIES FOR OUTDOOR RECREATION, OUTDOOR SPORT AND OTHER LAND USES WHICH WOULD PRESERVE THE OPENNESS OF THE GREEN BELT AND WOULD NOT CONFLICT WITH THE REASONS FOR INCLUDING LAND WITHIN THE GREEN BELT;
3.         NEW DEVELOPMENT ON PREVIOUSLY DEVELOPED OR BROWNFIELD LAND WHICH REPRESENTS INFILLING OR CONSOLIDATION PROVIDED THE PROPOSALS SATISFY THE CRITERIA IN POLICY GB2;
4.         THE RE-USE OF EXISTING BUILDINGS PROVIDED THE PROPOSALS SATISFY THE CRITERIA OF  POLICIES GB3, GB4 AND GB5;
            5.         NEW DEVELOPMENT TO PROVIDE AFFORDABLE HOUSING ON ‘RURAL 
                        EXCEPTIONS’ SITES, PROVIDING THE PROPOSALS SATISFY THE
                       CRITERIA IN  POLICY GB7.

The Council’s future stance on Green Belt will be determined through the production of its Core Strategy as part of its Local Development Framework, but must be in accordance with national and regional policy.  We are currently at Issues and Options stage of the Core Strategy.  All details and documents are on our website www.erewash.gov.uk
Councillor Stephenson told the forum that there are 5 different options being and that Cllr Stevenson – councillors are not allowed to tell residents what their personal feelings are about issues.  He believes there are 5 and that 1 of them is being favoured (not he believes not the one being discussed)

Councillor Mrs Carol Hart said that EBC has to be involved in these developments and that there are committees working together to decide on these plans and the issues involved and that, at this point in time, no decisions have been made.
All these plans will be made available for the public to view.  All planning laws and rules apply.  There are various technical committees so residents need to lobby those – Phil Wright, EBC.
One is currently produced every month by EBC and hard copies are available at the back of the hall this evening.  These can be viewed by following the link www.erewashcouncil.com/stanton 
The Council’s policy on green spaces is set out in our Green Space Strategy which was adopted earlier this year.  It is currently being amended and the adopted version will shortly be on our website.

The Council’s statutory planning policies are set out in our Erewash Saved Planning Policies July 2008 which specifically sets out the Council’s policy on land use and includes recreation and leisure.  This includes policies protecting recreational trails; rights of way; the route of the former <Derby> and <<Sandiacre> <Canal>>; sports facilities, allotments and open spaces; water recreation; tourism and so on.  We also have policies setting out criteria for when new golf courses, open spaces etc. should be created.  The document is available to view on our website.

In relation to public open space the extract of the Erewash Saved Planning Policies is set out below:

Sports Facilities, Allotments and Public Open Space

7.7       Sports facilities, allotments and public open space play important roles in meeting the recreational needs of local communities.  The Borough Council would not wish to see these amenities lost unless there was a strong overriding reason for doing so.  However, in this event, a suitable alternative provision would normally be sought within close proximity to the existing facility.  In specific situations it may be possible to retain or enhance a public open space, sports facility or allotments by permitting a small part of a site to be developed for an appropriate use.  The requirements of criteria 1 and 3 of Policy R5 should be met by reference to an up to date and robust assessment of the community’s current and future needs for open space, sports and recreation facilities, which should include consideration of all amenity and recreational functions that open space can perform.

POLICY R5 - PUBLIC OPEN SPACE, SPORTS FACILITIES AND ALLOTMENTS

APPLICATIONS FOR THE REDEVELOPMENT OR CHANGE OF USE OF PUBLIC OPEN SPACE, SPORTS FACILITIES OR ALLOTMENTS WILL ONLY BE PERMITTED WHERE:
1.         IT IS DEMONSTRATED THAT THERE IS NO LONGER A CONTINUING NEED FOR THE SPACE OR FACILITIES ON RECREATION OR AMENITY GROUNDS;        
2.         A SUITABLE ALTERNATIVE IS MADE AVAILABLE OF EQUIVALENT OR GREATER QUALITY AND QUANTITY AND AT LEAST AS WELL LOCATED IN TERMS OF MEETING LOCAL NEEDS; OR
3.         IT IS FOR A RECREATION OR AMENITY PURPOSE THAT CLEARLY OUTWEIGHS THE LOSS OF THE FACILITY OR SPACE CONCERNED.

THE REQUIREMENTS OF CRITERIA 1 AND 3 SHOULD BE MET BY REFERENCE TO AN UP TO DATE AND ROBUST ASSESSMENT OF THE COMMUNITY’S CURRENT AND FUTURE NEEDS FOR OPEN SPACE, SPORTS AND RECREATION FACILITIES, WHICH SHOULD INCLUDE CONSIDERATION OF ALL AMENITY AND RECREATIONAL FUNCTIONS THAT OPEN SPACE CAN PERFORM.

	Dates & Venues of forums – Why do the Parish council know dates, times and venues of forum meetings up to 2010, yet we who attend forums cannot be told when the next meeting is?
	The dates and venues have always been available on the EBC website and have never been withheld from public knowledge.  Members of the forum can pick up a sheet of dates & venues which are available at the back of the hall.

All previous attendees are contacted 2-3 weeks prior to the next forum with full details of dates, times and venue of the meeting along with Questions & Answers from the last meeting and a flyer to promote the forthcoming forum.

Administrator to forward dates and venues to all previous attendees.

	Forum Evaluation – What was the result of the last forum evaluation?
	Evaluation forms were constructed by the previous Consultation Officer as a tool to enable her to assess what works and what doesn’t at these new style forums.  Evaluation sheets are looked at with this in mind and any suggestions are noted and, where appropriate, for example suggestions for future presentations, are passed onto the relevant people.
A new Consultation Officer has been appointed who starts at the end of June and she will use evaluations from previous forums to help her to move these forums forward in a positive way. 

If any forum member has any concerns they wish to be addressed or answered in the meantime they should contact the office directly or submit a question through the forum.

	Sunningdale Drive pavement – About 10 years ago the pavement on the odd numbered side was resurfaced.  We were told our side, (even numbers), would be done when BT had replaced the telegraph poles.  About 8 years on we are still battling with an uneven pavement, why?
	DCC Liaison Officer explained that Highways Officers inspect each and every footpath and carriageway within the district, at lease once a year.  These inspections may identify actionable defects – i.e. defects that present an immediate safety risk to pedestrians/road users – which are dealt with promptly.  Some footpaths may be assessed as requiring resurfacing, or other forms of remedial action, and will be added to a list of proposed schemes.  Resurfacing is an expensive task and the proposed list far outweighs the available funds for each financial year.  As such, the list is prioritised and put before DCC Councillors at the start of each financial year; the schemes that do not receive funding roll-over to the next year for consideration.

The Liaison Officer had not been informed of any plans to resurface the footpath on Sunningdale Drive, however, it is on the slurry sealing programme and works will be carried out within this financial year.  Slurry sealing is a restorative technique – providing a new layer over the existing surface – which gives more water resistance, prevents further deterioration and gives texture/grip to worn footpath surfaces.
He also recommended that any pot holes should be reported to call Derbyshire 08456 058 058

	How can residents influence council planning strategy? – How can residents influence council planning strategy beyond contributions to the core strategy document and do the council genuinely wish to hear the views of residents on how their community is shaped?
Finally, what evidence can this council offer to support this?

	The Core strategy is consulted on but there is a limit as to how long this consultation process can and should go on.
As at June 2009 EBC are currently at the initial stage of consultation on ‘Issues and Options’.  You can get involved by visiting our website www.erewash.gov.uk/planning_buildings/planning_policy/local_development_framework/core_strategy/default.asp and making comments using our online interactive consultation tool.  

Alternatively you can read a copy of the Issues and Options Core Strategy by downloading it from our website, or visiting our Long Eaton or Ilkeston Town Halls or a local library where reference copies are available.
The next stage of consultation will be in January 2010 when proposals for ‘Preferred Options’ will then be available for discussion.  



	Phone mast – Sandhu’s – Why has the phone mast been put up on Sandhu’s without consultation with residents?

	Councillor Frudd responded – this is a permitted development because less than certain height, no planning approval required and, therefore, no requirement for consultation  This legislation was introduced to stop a backlog developing within planning if all phone masts etc had to have permission.  
EBC’s Development Control & Enforcement Team Leader - There isn't just a height limit that determines whether a mast needs permission - it's dependent on whether the mast is free-standing or on a building, and a whole range of other factors. 
 The legislation is set within the Town & Country Planning (General Permitted Development) Order 1995 (as amended) - see link below:
http://www.opsi.gov.uk/si/si1995/Uksi_19950418_en_1.htm
If you click on Part 24 it is the relevant section for telecommunications masts.
Councillor Mrs Hart advised forum that they are still able to write to EBC and outline their objections.  A letter could also be sent to the mobile phone mast owners saying that it would have been good manners to let the local residents know in advance.
Cllr Mrs Harrison proposed a motion that this forum, through the Chair, write to the Communities and Local Government Minister to formally register its objections to this legislation including mobile phone masts.  Seconded Councillor D Adams-Shaw – 1 abstain (Cllr Frudd – planning committee member) 25 for 0 against.  Cllr Mrs Harrison to action.
Andy Smith, (questioner), has stopped shopping in the shop as a peaceful protest and suggested that other local residents do the same.

	Further questions from last Q&A
	

	Grass verges
	Steve Leigh at DCC has contacted gas board but have so far not addressed most of the problems. – Paul Jamieson  

	Corporation Road
	KINS meeting next Tuesday – Sgt Doug Nealy should have an update.  
It was suggested that a public meeting about these issues is required about the Charnos dev.

PC Lou Stevenson, Derbys Police – the SNT are working with Larklands and Ilkeston town SNTs and considering community speedwatch training for residents.  

Insp Darren Roberts, Derbys Police – Ripley traffic officer is working with the police about all these sort of issues

Darren – increase housing includes implications on number and speed/time of additional traffic movements – traffic officer needs to be concerned with any decisions around this.

	Stanton regeneration
	Latest update is available on the back table or via www.erewashcouncil.com/stanton 


