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	EREWASH NORTH COMMUNITY FORUM


	PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS



	DATE - 17 June 2010 (7:00pm)
VENUE - Powtrell Community Pavilion, Pavilion Way, West Hallam, DE7 6GU
CHAIR – Brian Cooper (resident)


	OUTSTANDING FROM PREVIOUS MEETING - 11.02.10



	Trent Barton buses - Approximately three years ago Trent Barton buses were asked if they could alternate the routes of the number 23 and 25 buses that travel along Wirksworth Road and Queen Elizabeth Way in Kirk Hallam to take into account the travel requirements of elderly / infirm residents and their requirement to travel to the dentist, post office and chemist in Kirk Hallam. No feedback has been received.
	Ian Marsden (Consultation Officer) issued an e-mail to Trent Barton on 12/02/10 requesting the contact details for a Trent Barton employee who could attend a future Forum event. No response was received. A letter was subsequently issued to Trent Barton on 22/02/10 requesting the same.
By 15/05/10 no response had been received. Ian Marsden telephoned the contact centre of Trent Barton on this day. In his conversation he explained that Trent Barton Route 23 currently travels along Godfrey Drive, Abbot Road, Wyndale Avenue, Wirksworth Road, Windsor Crescent and St Norbert’s Drive In Kirk hallam. It does not travel along Queen Elizabeth Way, and this is seen to be a particular problem as it is on this road that the supermarket, dentist, chemist and post office are located. Ian explained that a re-direction of Route 23 along this road (even if only for certain journeys during the day) would help elderly / infirm residents access these facilities. The Customer Services Representative from Trent Barton agreed to pass the details of the request on to the appropriate person at Trent Barton for consideration. They could not commit to a time by which a decision would be made.


	The Council have raised the pavements at the bus stops in Kirk Hallam to make it easier for passengers to get on and off the bus, but on Wirksworth Road and Windsor Crescent the bus cannot get near to the stops as there are always cars parked on them. 
Would it be possible to paint a yellow bus stop square on the road to stop this happening?

	Enquiries with our Public Transport Unit have confirmed that the bus operators themselves have not reported any problems in regard to getting to the stops on these roads.  There have, however, been complaints from some residents about existing raised kerbs (bus borders) and bus stop clearways on the highways.

 

Our Traffic & Safety Manager has advised that they are considering proposing the introduction of some yellow bus stop markings in the area.  However, bearing in mind that this is a residential area, we do advise the residents as stopping (and not just parking) is prohibited by virtue of the marking.  We usually get some responses from residents and, from this, we will then need to determine what we can do to make it work (or even not do it at all).



	QUESTIONS SUBMITTED PRIOR TO THE MEETING



	Dog fouling in West Hallam

Dealing with Dog Fouling at, around and on the public open spaces at West Hallam and specifically on those measures agreed at the last meeting (11/02/10).

Resident – the public need educating on cleaning up after their dogs. How can we educate them? Can we have covert patrols in West Hallam to identify people not cleaning up after their dogs and issue them with a fixed notice penalty?


	Scott Cartledge, Senior Neighbourhood Warden:
My opinion is that dog fouling is a decreasing issue now across the borough. The Erewash Borough Council Dog Warden will carry out a needs survey for anyone that believes that a dog waste bin is required in their area.

Cllr Hart:
£40,000 has been invested in combating dog fouling. This will lead to the provision of more dog waste bins and more emptying of these bins.

Cllr Stephenson:
We need to point out the seriousness of the financial penalties (£50) associated with dog fouling. If a person does not pay the £50 fine quickly it becomes £75. if he/she goes to court to pay they receive a criminal record.
Inspector Darren Roberts:
Parish newsletter / free newspapers / local radio – all of these could be used to publicise the penalties associated with dog fouling.

Resident – any information should stress the health hazard aspect of dog fouling.

Cllr Hart:
Erewash Borough Council had a stall on Ilkeston market today informing people how to report dog fouling, so we are trying to raise awareness as much as we can. The stall in Ilkeston market Place is just one example of how we are trying to raise awareness.
Response from Stephanie Moore, Neighbourhood Dog Warden: As Cllr Hart said, we are promoting responsible ownership and the consequences of those who wish to break the law, as much as we can. This includes events like Poop Scoop. I have spent a full day in West Hallam and have yet to come across any dog fouling within the village. As for the comment made by a member of public and the advertising I produced a Health Risk poster that was for displaying in their areas in the Parish Notice Boards. I sent 6 copies of it to each Parish Council in the borough…I have yet to see one of these on display or in the display boards in any area. I hope this helps and shows that all is being done to help combat dog fouling.



	Dog fouling – between Sunningdale Drive and Ladywood Road, Kirk Hallam
Used dog fouling bags are being dumped in the pathway between these two roads.
	Action: Scott Cartledge to arrange for the area to be assessed for the possible installation of a dog waste bin.


	Derbyshire Police – performance information
A review of Policing performance in terms of crime, detection and abstraction following the restructuring.

	Inspector Darren Roberts:
There was some public concern with the restructuring of the Divisions that was implemented in April 2010 in terms of how the Ilkeston resource would be affected. I am pleased to report that no staff members have left since the restructure. The restructure has actually effectively increased resources as we can draw on additional support from Derby city. The crime statistics from April 2010 are as follows:
Burglaries – this area is suffering – we are the same level as in 2007/08 – there have been 49 dwelling burglaries year to date. This compares to 32 this time last year. We did lock up two burglars based out of Nottingham yesterday. Unfortunately we do get a number of burglars crossing the border from Nottingham into Erewash. Of the very recent dwelling burglaries we found that six out of ten in the last week were down to doors / windows being left open during hot weather, allowing an opportunist thief to take advantage.
‘Low level’ crime - 103 incidents year to date down from 106 the same time last year – I expect the number of low level crime incidents to increase due to the World Cup, particularly as there is an England game tomorrow evening, coupled with warm weather.

Vehicle crime - down to 77 incidents year to date from 108 same time last year.
Criminal damage - 156 incidents year to date versus 189 same time last year.
I believe that restorative justice is making a remarkable difference.
In summary, I'm happy with how things are going at present within the Ilkeston section. We received a lot of positive feedback from the public at the ‘Have Your Say’ consultation event held at Ilkeston Tesco last week.
We are continuing to target the people who use and sell drugs. We have issued twelve warrants so far. 33 arrests have been made so far by this team. Four individuals are on bail at the present time.



	Play area at Wirksworth Road, Kirk Hallam

The play area at Wirksworth Road is raised as a matter of concern regarding anti-social behaviour, vehicles using the playing field, the throwing around of dog faeces and the general nuisance of the dumping of rubbish in the hedgerows. The clerk from the Parish Council will shortly be contacting Borough Councillors about these issues.

	Inspector Darren Roberts:
I think we need to be clear on what constitutes anti-social behaviour. To some, children congregating in a play area may be seen as anti-social behaviour, by the fact that they are in a large group. I would not class this as anti-social behaviour. To form an opinion I need to know what exactly it is that they are doing.

We have a current operation on the Nutbrook Trail to stop people using motorbikes on the trail. If we catch them we will impound the motorbike.

Action: Ian Marsden (Consultation Officer, Erewash Borough Council) to obtain further details from the person issuing the original enquiry to clarify times, etc.
Further action: Ian Marsden issued e-mail to relevant person on 18.06.10 requesting further information.



	Skate Park at Kirk Hallam

Where and when will the skate board park be completed? Looking through my records this should have been completed months ago. Resident did not receive any feedback from Erewash Borough Council, despite numerous attempts by the resident to obtain this.
Why has the council’s Green Plan not been completed yet? All the actions contained within it should've been done by no later than 2009.

	Scott Cartledge:
Erewash Borough Council is installing a MUSA (multi-use sports area) in Kirk Hallam. It is to be delivered in the 2010-2011 financial year. The work has to be completed this financial year. On completion of the MUSA, the funding will be sought for the proposed skate park. The current suggested location for the proposed skate park is to the rear of Windsor Crescent, at the Kirk Hallam playing fields. There will be a period of public consultation prior to any work commencing on this site, details of which will be released as and when we know how the project is to progress. Dave Bramwell (Head of Green Space and Street Scene) of Erewash Borough Council would welcome community groups being involved in applying for funding for the skate park. Anyone interested in becoming involved in this, or even looking to form a community group to assist in applying for funding should contact Dave Bramwell on 0115 907 2244, extension 3881.

Inspector Darren Roberts

My fear with such a skate park is that it will increase the number of complaints about noise in the area.

Response from Dave Bramwell: The Green Space Strategy identifies projects up to the year 2013.
Cllr Hart:
It should be noted that new sports facilities are being developed at Kirk Hallam Community College that will be available for general public access out with school hours.



	QUESTIONS SUBMITTED ON THE NIGHT



	Traffic calming on Ladywood Road, Kirk Hallam
Requests have been made to move the current speed camera closer to the start of the 30mph zone on Ladywood Road. This request has been refused on the grounds that the speed camera has, by law, to be a certain distance from the start of the new speed limit. A second request related to the installation of a speed warning sign. The installation of such a sign was rejected by the Parish Council on the grounds that they couldn't afford it. Would it be possible to get rumble strips installed at the beginning of the 30mph zone?

	Cllr Hart:
Regarding the installation of speed warning signs, it is not just about a Parish Council’s available budget. It also depends on whether permission for such a sign is granted by Derbyshire County Council.

Action: The request for the installation of rumble strips at the commencement of the 30mph zone on Ladywood Road is to be taken back to Derbyshire County Council for consideration. Gemma Duckworth to take the request back.

	Vehicle Activated Sign (VAS), Station Road, Stanley village
Resident – We are still waiting for the installation of the VAS.

	Cllr Hart:
It has been agreed by Derbyshire County Council Highways Department that a VAS will be installed in Stanley. This was agreed some time ago, but the installation has been delayed. The sign should be in situ within the next couple of months.


	Pavements around Sunningdale Drive, Kirk Hallam
The pavements are in a poor condition and any repair work has been ‘patched’.

	Cllr Hart:
Repairs should be longer lasting and not temporary patches as have happened previously.


	Traffic survey at the cross roads, High Lane, West Hallam (next to the Bottle Kiln)
Was the survey being done elsewhere in the borough, and what did it relate to?

	Cllr Hart:
Previous traffic surveys at this location have concluded that there was no further action to take regarding any traffic calming measures. I will be following today’s enquiry to find out what the purpose of this week’s survey was. On finding out I will feed back to the resident who raised the issue.
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