The hermit, a baker from Derby (c1130), was led

to Depedale (the old name for Dale) by a vision

of the Virgin Mary. He carved the cave out of the
sandstone and built a lean-to at the front for himself
and his animals.

Return to bridleway, turn left and through yard
of Church Farm, passing All Saints’ Church.

The building is a rare example of church and house
(and, until the 19th century a pub) under one roof.
Part of the church dates back to ¢ 1150 and contains
many unusual features.

G Cross second stile on right to view Dale Abbey Arch.

The great east window stands witness
to bygone days of greater glory.
Upon its dissolution in 1538,
the abbey owned some 24,000
acres of land. Legends tell
of knights in armour and of
unfound hidden treasures.

Return to main street and
proceed to Carpenters Arms.
At pub, turn right
past old school.
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The path here follows the line of the narrow gauge
section of the former Stanton/Dale tramway which
fell into disuse early in the 20th century.

After two more fields cross bridge onto path
passing Ladywood Farm. Follow path along
brow of hill to rejoin Kirk Hallam below small
recreation ground off Wirksworth Road.

e Turn right downhill and after 600 metres turn
right to return to Pioneer Meadows.

Groundwork Derby

WALK TYPE:

Undulating countryside with gentle climbs
and several stiles.

DISTANCE:

314 miles

TIME:

Allow 21/ hours

BUSES:
Traveline 0870 608 2 608

RECOMMENDED OS MAP:
Explorer 260 Nottingham (1:25 000)

PLEASE FOLLOW THE
COUNTRYSIDE CODE

O Be safe — plan ahead and follow any signs
O Leave gates and property as you find them

O Protect plants and animals, take your litter home

O Keep dogs under close control
O Consider other people

For further information and comments please contact

& Derbyshire Council

(01773) 535232
www.gdd.org.uk
Registered Charity No. 701484
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Start: Pioneer Meadows
Local Nature
Reserve, off
Wirksworth Road,
Kirk Hallam.
llkeston.

o From gateway at Pioneer Meadows

Local Nature Reserve go straight

ahead to left of trees to metal
footbridge across Sow Brook.

o From Furnace Pond, turn
left to follow surfaced farm
track up to junction with
Hixon's Lane. Turn Right
and follow Dale Road
for 700 metres. (Beware
of traffic - there is no
pavement.)

Kirk Hallam

From its high point, about
half-way, Cat & Fiddle
Windmill, the spire of

. . , v, llkeston’s United Reformed
P LR Is an a’.‘;sfff (Bt 'O’ “ church and the tower of St.
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robin and lady’s smock. UL Ll "0 Road to junction with
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e Cross bridge, turn right and follow ‘, _ “ Woodpecker Hill
field edge. Two-thirds across, Lagywood Jéggi::s “ :
second field, path bears left. arm 49
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Path bears right to cross track g " %ate,_ an I'C%?Itmgeht -
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The old railway line once linked " " to Dale. Proceed below
the Stal;?to_n Ironv;o;kslwm; the ry " Hermit's Wood, entering
tWolcotlicties at Aglc;lioca ,' g it at far corner of field.
clay pits and a sand quarry o . 'O
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e Follow adjoining hedge to next ¢’ Farm 'O / magnificent trees of
stile. Bear left across next field ’o' » beech, ash, oak and
to its far corner. Go left through l‘ lime. In Spring,
gateway and follow the hedge > 1 a scented carpet
on right to next stile ahead. 2 N Funace of bluebells
Continue ahead uphill to corner Y l|j=ondce “ ramsons, Woog
of wood, then bear right to pass Dale 3 » ;g;;:;/ogfgh‘;,:;gel
Furnace Pond on right. Abbey & Dale Moor % covers the
The pond probably = : woodland floor.
takes its name & e le Road .
from 18th .---..__»4..... ____2?:_-------"" A short flight of
century blast Hermit's Wood . steps leads up

furnaces on
this site and
would have
been dug to
power water
driven bellows.
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to Hermit's Cave.
(concessionary public
access, - take care on
the steep steps.)
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