	PUBLIC QUESTIONS

	AREA FORUM – EREWASH BOROUGH COUNCIL SOUTH RURAL COMMUNITY FORUM

DATE – 13 AUGUST 2008

DEADLINE FOR FINAL AGREED RESPONSES 



	Question
	Answer

	ISSUES RAISED IN THE CITIZENS’ SURGERY

[Cllr Tumanow and Cllr Wallis – district and parish councillors – raised the following issues]:

1. A52 (BETWEEN BORROWASH & RISLEY): ROAD SURFACE

A request was made as to whether there were any plans to provide ‘quieter’ surfacing on this stretch, as has been done on other stretches of the A52.  The current surface, in both directions, causes noise and vibration.
2. A6005 DERBY ROAD, BORROWASH: OBSTRUCTED SIGN

A sign, giving directions to Long Eaton, Sawley and Risley, has been totally obscured by an overhanging tree.  The sign – situated to the side of the eastbound carriageway, just before the Nag’s Head public house – is not visible until you are on top of it.  

3. A52 (COUNTY BOUNDARY, DERBY-BOUND): OBSTRUCTED SIGN

The ‘Welcome to Derbyshire’ sign, on entering the county from Nottinghamshire, is obscured by foliage.  

4. A52 (BORROWASH, NR SHELL GARAGE): PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY

There are two signs on the A52 at this location warning motorists of ‘Pedestrians Crossing’ – this relates to PROW 41/42.  It is the Councillors’ opinion that it is far too dangerous for pedestrians to cross here and would prefer this PROW to be diverted across the Victoria Avenue bridge.  

Previous requests have been made to David Jenkinson at DCC – has there been any progress? 

5.   REAR OF PRIORWAY AVENUE, BORROWASH: OVERGROWN    FOOTPATH

A public footpath – leading from Nottingham Road, through Windsor Close, to Charnwood Avenue – has been obstructed by foliage (refers to PROW 34).  It is believed that the foliage is overhanging from the rear of 12 Priorway Avenue, which is currently uninhabited.

6.  12 DERBY ROAD, BORROWASH: PLANNING APPLICATION

Cllr Robert Parkinson (DCC) has received a complaint that DCC Highways are holding up a planning application, at the above location, due to highways issues.  The developers have been trying to get permission for over 3 months but they are still no further forward.


	PJN - 518772
AMScott – the agency responsible for this section of the A52 – has confirmed that they have a scheme planned to enhance the surface on the eastbound carriageway which will result in noise reduction.  The westbound carriageway has been inspected and found to be in satisfactory condition.

NW - 518753
The overhanging tree, which is causing the obstruction, is not on adopted highway but actually situated on a green area which is considered to be a Public Open Space.  Erewash Borough Council has therefore been asked to investigate the matter and take any action considered necessary.
AMScott has inspected the sign at this location and found there to be no issues with obstruction from foliage.
DJN - 518756

This concern has already been brought to the attention of DCC.  Rights of Way Officers are in ongoing discussions with the Highways Agency (responsible for the A52) to ascertain whether it will be feasible to implement a diversion order, taking the public footpath away from the trunk road.

PJW – 518758

A DCC Rights of Way Inspector has sent the owner of 12 Priorway Avenue a request to have the hedge cut back and to contact him.  
PJN 518821
DCC has not received any planning applications in relation to this address.  Further investigations into this issue have revealed that there has been a delay regarding a response to a pre-application advice form that the applicants had submitted.
Erewash Borough Council’s planning office has been made aware of the delay and will take appropriate action.


	MAIN FORUM

MATTERS RAISED PREVIOUSLY:

7  SANDIACRE: CANAL BRIDGE RAILINGS 

A query was raised as to whether the current remedial work is to include repair/replacement on the opposite side of Longmoor Lane.  Residents also stated that they were very happy with the remedial work carried out thus far.


	PRN – 574596
These railings are on top a small wall which retains the highway and will be included in future remedial works in subsequent years. We are only intending to complete the remedial works to the railings on Station Road this year.  The complete job will be done over the summer of 2009 to include the railings at Longmoor Lane. 

	8  B5010 STATION ROAD, SANDIACRE: RESURFACING

DCC has stated that they intend to carry out resurfacing works at the junction with Bostock Lane.  In response, a local resident stated that the westbound stretch of the B5010 opposite the M1 over bridge – near to The Chestnuts – should be treated as a priority.


	NW - 574600

DCC officer reiterated that there were plans to resurface the whole of the B5010 from Bostock Lane through to Sandiacre.  However, due to the high costs involved, this work will have to be phased in due to financial limitations.  

The decision has been made to initially resurface in the vicinity of Bostock Lane, which is hopefully to be undertaken later this month.  Future phased work will need to compete for funding with roads of a similar standard and there is no guarantee that further phases will be carried out in the next financial year.

DCC will continue to carry out any remedial work where hazardous defects are identified.

[further comment from Area Maintenance Manger] To resurface/reconstruct the carriageway from Sandiacre centre, through to the Bostocks Lane junction, would exhaust the capital budget if undertaken in one phase.  Therefore the scheme has been split in to four or five phases and will rely on resources being made available over the next four to five years.

We are aware of the condition of the road and have proposals to initiate repairs over the next few years.

	9  HGV’S TO & FROM THE LAFARGE WORKS IN TOTON

Mr Ray Barker stated that the response he had received from DCC was not good enough – i.e. that the monitoring of HGV movements to/from the Toton works was the responsibility of Nottinghamshire County Council Trading Standard Enforcement Officers.


	DCC’s LAF officer and Cllr Parkinson reiterated that the approval of planning applications for the Lafarge works lay solely with Nottinghamshire County Council as the planning authority.  Although approval of any applications at Toton may indeed have an impact upon Derbyshire roads, DCC’s role is limited to one of consultee only.



	10  SANDIACRE CANAL BRIDGE: LOADING

Mr Barker enquired whether DCC plan to take any remedial action in regard to the cracks he has identified on the canal bridge.


	PR – 572240

This ramp is below the railings currently being refurbished on Station Road.  We have inspected the cracking and consider much of this to be old settlement.  Along with the work on the railings, we have requested the cracking be mortared up and monitored for any future movement.  Should this be the case, further investigations will be required to determine the cause and proposed solution.

	11  ADDITIONAL HGV MOVEMENTS WITH REGARD TO PLANNING APPLICATIONS

A debate took place in regard to the response Mr Barker had received from DCC with regard to the planning application process, with specific emphasis on the development of Stanton Works.  

The main issue of concern was over piecemeal development and the inability to refuse any one application as they have to be considered on individual merit, separately to any other applications.  Mr Barker wanted assurances that – following the comment from DCC that they could not consider any further piecemeal applications – any future applications would be rejected.  Neither DCC nor EBC could give this guarantee.
Residents have asked whether representatives from DCC’s Development Control and EBC’s planning office could attend the next meeting to discuss the planning application process in more detail.


	To be brought to the meeting in April 2009.



	NEW ISSUES

12  B5010 DERBY ROAD/TOWN STREET: TURNING PROBLEMS

Residents raised concerns over a situation at the above junction where HGV’s, attempting to turn right out of the Derby Road slip road into Town Street, are finding they don’t have enough room to manoeuvre due to the narrowness of the road and are mounting the pavement.

It is believed that junction improvements are required and Mr Barker has asked for a safety audit to be conducted here as he states that vehicles can only exit from this junction when the traffic lights are on green.
	PL – 518763

This matter has been passed to the Traffic & Safety section for investigation.


	13  A52 (NR TO OCKBROOK/BORROWASH OVERBRIDGE): DAMAGED SIGN

A sign stating ‘this is not a safety camera’ has been pushed over in the central reservation.  It appears to have been vandalised.


	AMScott have visited the site on a number of occasions and have not been able to locate the damaged sign.  The wording of the sign suggests that it may have been illegal and, if so, it would have been removed accordingly.



