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	PUBLIC QUESTIONS

	COMMUNITY FORUM – EREWASH NORTH
DATE – 14 October 2009


	PRESENTATION: 

CONSULTATION ON 'OUT OF HOURS SERVICES' - Claire Haynes, Derbyshire PCT



	OUTSTANDING FROM PREVIOUS MEETING 09.06.09


	Question
	Answer

	Half Pipe Skate Facility at Kirk Hallam - Has the re-siting of the Half Pipe in Kirk Hallam been considered by any EBC officers?

Can you advise me if any consideration has been given to consult with anyone over its removal and possible re-siting, in particular, have the Erewash Youth Council members been asked about it, if not, can I request that the subject is raised for their attention at their next meeting, please?
Further discussion on issue

Suggested that the residents be consulted by questionnaire.
	TIMETABLE:
This is two projects in one –  a newly funded Multi User Games Area and a potential site for Wheeled Sports Area

Detail

Date

Adopted Green Space Strategy includes statement to relocate half pipe to a more suitable location

Statement

Contractor selection and evaluation

August 2009

Site visit

W/C 28.09.09

Removal of Half Pipe and storage at Merlin House Depot

W/C 05.10.09 - subject to weather

Report to Council Executive proposing provision of Youth Facilities in Kirk Hallam (Funding for Multi User Games Area) – potential location Kirk Hallam Playing Fields off Windsor Crescent

Possible location for Half Pipe and future Wheeled Sports Area

28.10.09

TBC

(Subject to approval of item 5)

Consultation with a range of consultees i.e. Residents, Youth Forum, Schools, Young People, Planners, etc 

Throughout November 2009

Develop specification from consultation exercise for Multi User Games Area

Throughout December 2009

Gain Estimate for Wheeled Sports Area

December 2009

Seek external funding and / or match funding proposal

Spring 2010

If any attendees wish to be part of the consultation or have any ideas for funding, please pass on my contact details - Mr D Bramwell at Erewash Borough Council.
Cllr L Booth said he felt that this has been poorly handled.
Cllr Stephenson said that most residents wanted rid of it and Dave Bramwell has consulted many groups and the overall feeling was for the removal of the facility.

Chair - updated that Cllr Wallis has previously informed the forum about the changes which have been carried out.  

Director of Places and Environment - the half pipe has not been destroyed only the skin the frame is stored at Merlin Way and it was agreed to consult on the new site of the half pipe, previously the removal was consulted on.  See the timetable above.  Consultation will be carried out including the Youth Forum.

Cllr L Booth informed the forum that the local school has shown an interest in it being placed near to them.

Passed to senior representative of Places & Environment at EBC.

	What is Erewash Borough Council’s stance as regards preserving the greenbelt areas, being as there isn’t much quality greenbelt left?

What is the policy on green spaces?
	The Council’s current stance on the Green Belt is set out in adopted planning policy – Erewash Saved Planning Policies July 2008.  This document contains policies specifically on protecting the Green Belt against inappropriate development except in special circumstances.  An extract from the document is set out below showing our main policy:
POLICY GB1 - GREEN BELT

WITHIN THE GREEN BELT, AS DEFINED ON THE PROPOSALS MAP, THERE WILL BE A PRESUMPTION AGAINST INAPPROPRIATE DEVELOPMENT, EXCEPT IN VERY SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES WHERE INAPPROPRIATE DEVELOPMENT CAN BE JUSTIFIED, PLANNING PERMISSION WILL ONLY BE GRANTED FOR APPROPRIATE DEVELOPMENT AS FOLLOWS:
1.         BUILDINGS ASSOCIATED WITH AGRICULTURE OR FORESTRY PROVIDING THE             PROPOSALS SATISFY THE CRITERIA OF POLICY GB8;
2.         ESSENTIAL FACILITIES FOR OUTDOOR RECREATION, OUTDOOR SPORT AND OTHER LAND USES WHICH WOULD PRESERVE THE OPENNESS OF THE GREEN BELT AND WOULD NOT CONFLICT WITH THE REASONS FOR INCLUDING LAND WITHIN THE GREEN BELT;
3.         NEW DEVELOPMENT ON PREVIOUSLY DEVELOPED OR BROWNFIELD LAND WHICH REPRESENTS INFILLING OR CONSOLIDATION PROVIDED THE PROPOSALS SATISFY THE CRITERIA IN POLICY GB2;
4.         THE RE-USE OF EXISTING BUILDINGS PROVIDED THE PROPOSALS SATISFY THE CRITERIA OF  POLICIES GB3, GB4 AND GB5;
            5.         NEW DEVELOPMENT TO PROVIDE AFFORDABLE HOUSING ON ‘RURAL 
                        EXCEPTIONS’ SITES, PROVIDING THE PROPOSALS SATISFY THE
                       CRITERIA IN POLICY GB7.

The Council’s future stance on Green Belt will be determined through the production of its Core Strategy as part of its Local Development Framework, but must be in accordance with national and regional policy.  We are currently at Issues and Options stage of the Core Strategy.  All details and documents are on our website www.erewash.gov.uk
The Council’s policy on green spaces is set out in our Green Space Strategy which was adopted earlier this year.  It is currently being amended and the adopted version will shortly be on our website.

The Council’s statutory planning policies are set out in our Erewash Saved Planning Policies July 2008 which specifically sets out the Council’s policy on land use and includes recreation and leisure.  This includes policies protecting recreational trails; rights of way; the route of the former <Derby> and <<Sandiacre> <Canal>>; sports facilities, allotments and open spaces; water recreation; tourism and so on.  We also have policies setting out criteria for when new golf courses, open spaces etc. should be created.  The document is available to view on our website.

In relation to public open space the extract of the Erewash Saved Planning Policies is set out below:

Sports Facilities, Allotments and Public Open Space

7.7       Sports facilities, allotments and public open space play important roles in meeting the recreational needs of local communities.  The Borough Council would not wish to see these amenities lost unless there was a strong overriding reason for doing so.  However, in this event, a suitable alternative provision would normally be sought within close proximity to the existing facility.  In specific situations it may be possible to retain or enhance a public open space, sports facility or allotments by permitting a small part of a site to be developed for an appropriate use.  The requirements of criteria 1 and 3 of Policy R5 should be met by reference to an up to date and robust assessment of the community’s current and future needs for open space, sports and recreation facilities, which should include consideration of all amenity and recreational functions that open space can perform.

POLICY R5 - PUBLIC OPEN SPACE, SPORTS FACILITIES AND ALLOTMENTS

APPLICATIONS FOR THE REDEVELOPMENT OR CHANGE OF USE OF PUBLIC OPEN SPACE, SPORTS FACILITIES OR ALLOTMENTS WILL ONLY BE PERMITTED WHERE:
1.         IT IS DEMONSTRATED THAT THERE IS NO LONGER A CONTINUING NEED FOR THE SPACE OR FACILITIES ON RECREATION OR AMENITY GROUNDS;        
2.         A SUITABLE ALTERNATIVE IS MADE AVAILABLE OF EQUIVALENT OR GREATER QUALITY AND QUANTITY AND AT LEAST AS WELL LOCATED IN TERMS OF MEETING LOCAL NEEDS; OR
3.         IT IS FOR A RECREATION OR AMENITY PURPOSE THAT CLEARLY OUTWEIGHS THE LOSS OF THE FACILITY OR SPACE CONCERNED.

THE REQUIREMENTS OF CRITERIA 1 AND 3 SHOULD BE MET BY REFERENCE TO AN UP TO DATE AND ROBUST ASSESSMENT OF THE COMMUNITY’S CURRENT AND FUTURE NEEDS FOR OPEN SPACE, SPORTS AND RECREATION FACILITIES, WHICH SHOULD INCLUDE CONSIDERATION OF ALL AMENITY AND RECREATIONAL FUNCTIONS THAT OPEN SPACE CAN PERFORM.

	How can residents influence council planning strategy? – How can residents influence council planning strategy beyond contributions to the core strategy document and do the council genuinely wish to hear the views of residents on how their community is shaped?
Finally, what evidence can this council offer to support this?

	The Core strategy is consulted on but there is a limit as to how long this consultation process can and should go on.
As at June 2009 EBC are currently at the initial stage of consultation on ‘Issues and Options’.  You can get involved by visiting our website www.erewash.gov.uk/planning_buildings/planning_policy/local_development_framework/core_strategy/default.asp and making comments using our online interactive consultation tool. 

Alternatively, you can read a copy of the Issues and Options Core Strategy by downloading it from our website, or visiting our Long Eaton or Ilkeston Town Halls or a local library where reference copies are available.
The next stage of consultation will be in January 2010 when proposals for ‘Preferred Options’ will then be available for discussion.  

	Phone mast – Sandhu’s – Why has the phone mast been put up on Sandhu’s without consultation with residents?

	Cllr Mrs Harrison proposed a motion that this forum, through the Chair, write to the Communities and Local Government Minister to formally register its objections to this legislation including mobile phone masts.  Seconded Councillor D Adams-Shaw – 1 abstain (Cllr Frudd – planning committee member) 25 for 0 against.  B Cooper, Chair, to action.
The chair has sent the letter to the minister registering objection to the law which allows a 50ft high mast without planning permission. The letter is held on file.

	QUESTIONS RECEIVED PRIOR TO Erewash North Community Forum 14.10.09

	Stanley Village
A resident of Stanley village has been experiencing problems with neighbours for a number of years.  The resident’s problems have been reported to Erewash Borough Council, Three Valleys Housing and local councillors.  The resident’s main complaints are about behaviour which they perceive as anti social behaviour (ASB).  The resident feels that Three Valleys Housing staff have treated him unfavourably and have always supported their tenants and not the resident as their neighbour.

Full details of this specific complaint have been passed onto a senior representative of Three Valleys Housing Ltd.

Are background checks made on potential tenants?
	Cllr Hart advised the forum that she is aware that the resident has been experiencing a lot of problems and she plans to contact the resident directly.

The senior representative of Three Valleys Housing present at the community forum stated he would respond directly to the resident but talked around the general issues raised.  

ASB has been discussed greatly in the media and it is a priority for all authorities and their partners.  Three Valleys have substantial policies and procedures in place to deal with ASB and these can be accessed via their website: www.threevalleyshousing.com
A hard copy can be requested from their offices - 0844 770 3500.  

These problems of ASB can only be addressed by everyone working together including residents, by supporting Housing Officers or members of the Community Safety Team and helping to provide evidence.  The outcome of dealing with any ASB is not always going to be what the complainant wants as it is a system of mediation where a common ground is found.  

The most recent complaint we have received from this resident was October 2008 concerning noise from children, objects being thrown by children and a parking issues. So far, the resident has not been able to substantiate these allegations and he has not presented any diary sheets to us which could be used as evidence. We are not aware of any referrals to EBC and we have discuss the complaints with the alleged perpetrator but the complainant has refused to work with a Mediator in order to resolve the situation.

As a provider of social housing, Three Valleys are restricted as to whom they withhold housing from.  The law requires Three Valleys to house people who meets the criteria for social housing.  


	QUESTIONS RECEIVED ON THE NIGHT 14.10.09
	ANSWER

	Pavement slurry surfacing in Kirk Hallam - Ladywood Road/Crosshill Drive.  Why were residents not informed about the tarmacing of the pavements on Crosshill Drive & Ladywood Road?  People who came home from work found wet tar marks up their drives and the job has been done very poorly.


	SBS 528697

DCC Liaison Officer explained that it was difficult to do any letter drops to residents with work of this nature as it is weather-dependent and often has to be carried out at very short notice.

The Liaison Officer suspected that this work may have been carried out by DCC’s contractors and that he would have thought certain procedures should have been carried out – i.e. erecting signs to advise pedestrians of any wet surfaces.  DCC would expect the work to have been carried out to their standards also.

The complaint will be passed on to the area Maintenance Manager with a request that the matter be investigated and any appropriate action taken.

	Horse fouling on footpaths - Ladywood Road through to Sunningdale Drive, Kirk Hallam.
There has been an amount of horse droppings on the footpath between these two roads which has not been cleared up despite a telephone to Erewash Borough Council last week.
	The Director of Places and Environment, EBC responded - this should have been dealt with and he shall ensure it is done with immediate effect. The horse droppings were removed by close of business Friday 16.10.09

Cllr Adams Shaw advised the forum that horse droppings are classed as a natural waste product and as such there is no legal requirement for horse riders to dismount and clean it up, unlike dog fouling.

	Stanton Regeneration Site - given the present need for employment creation how will the council take advantage of the Stanton Ironworks site to maximise the potential for employment on this significant industrial site?
Residents stated that they are unsure of what EBC are saying we want for Erewash and Cllr L Booth suggested that a public meeting be held to inform residents who may be affected by any future development. 
Cllr L Booth raised the point that a very comprehensive consultation was carried out across the borough by the Planning Team at EBC about the future development of the borough.  What was the outcome of this? 
	EBC representative advised that this question could not be answered specifically as a planning application has not yet been submitted.  EBC produce a monthly update which is available on the website:  www.erewashcouncil.com/stanton or hard copies are available at the back of the room.  

Cllr Hart advised the forum that EBC had made it clear to the owners of the land that any planned development on the site should deliver a mix of housing and employment opportunity. 

  

There is already a meeting organised with The Chief Executive of EBC, the Director of Regeneration & Community, and representatives of Greensqueeze on Friday 16 October 2009.

The attached article will appear in the forthcoming viewpoint magazine and copies of the article are available to take away 

It is proposed to use community forums to share information about plans for Stanton and this will be arranged over the coming months. 

This consultation was carried out as part of the Erewash Core Strategy document, and in particular the Issues and Options stage. Given the vast number of responses received by the Council (and the other Councils we are working with given that our Core Strategy is being aligned to the production of theirs), we are still in the process of summarising the comments we gathered, although we are now very close to finalising this.

Those who made responses to the Issues and Options stage (including all Members and Forums) will be kept informed about progress, and comments we received will be incorporated into the next draft of the document, known as the Preferred Options stage. This is being published at the start of February 2010 with an eight week consultation to follow.



	Stanton Regeneration Site - potential increase in traffic - Regarding the Stanton Regeneration  site and a possibility of up to 7,000 houses being built there - how does EBC propose to deal with the huge amount of traffic, (up to 14,000 vehicles), which will be generated by this massive development?


	The Director of Places and Environment advised the forum that the figure of 7,000 comes from a SUE report in which it was stated that a maximum of 7,300 homes could potentially be built across the whole borough if all land developed was used for housing and not just at the Stanton site.

Cllr Hart also added that, although EBC do not know at this stage how many, if any, houses would be built on the Stanton site, they are already considering possible access/egress for the area so as to be prepared in advance of any problems.

 

	Cat & Fiddle Lane has been closed to lorries - how have the lorries been getting to the Depot as the bridge at West Hallam is considered a weak bridge?
	The access along Cat & Fiddle Lane has been restricted to HGV's during certain times only.


Erewash North Community Forum
14.10.09

